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INTERNATIONAL 


U.S. LACK OF SUPPORT FOR UNESCO INFORMATION PROGRAM CRITICIZED 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 22 Aug 83 p 6 


[Article by A. Krasikov, chairman of the Soviet Committee for International 
Program of Developing Communications and deputy general director of TASS: 
"The Task - To Serve Progress. The International Program for Developing 
Communications" ] 


[Text] Problems of the international exchange of information, a reduction 
of the division between individual countries in the field of communications, 
the struggle against informational imperialism, for establishing a new, 

more just and effective world order in the field of information are located 
at the center of attention of the International Program of Development of 
Communications (IPDC), proclaimed by UNESCO. 


The Intergovernmental committee of the IPDC, which includes 35 countries, 
among them the USSR, GDR, Cuba, U.S.A., France, FRG and a large group of 
young developing governments, has been active for 2 years. The basis of 

its activities has been fixed by a declaration adopted by UNESCO 5 years age 
on basic principles concerning the imput of the mass media to strengthen 
peace and international mutual understanding, the development of the rights 
of man, the struggle with racism, apartheid and incitement to war. 


The members of the Warsaw Pact noted in the Prague Political declaration 
that a weakening of the military threat is not possible without creation of 
& climate of trust and relations among governments. This requires--in 
addition to the development of a political dialogue and the adoption of 
corresponding measures in economic and military fields--the dissemination 

of truthful information, rejection of pretenses to super-powerism, rejection 
of racist propaganda, chauvinism and discrimination on the basis of 
nationality, rejection of attempts to preach to other nations how they 
should determine their life, advocating use of force or fan the flames of 

a military psychosis. 


In their own way, our ideological adversaries also attach great significance 
to the mass media in the matter of forming public opinion, including in 

the U.S.A. The White House has ordered at the beginning of this vear that 

a special committee at the cabinet level for long-term planning of external 
political propaganda be created. The task of supporting the international 
actions of Washington and counteracting the anti-war movement has been 
placed before it. 














A conference was conducted in the spring in New York of representatives of 
the leading U.S.A. agencies of the press, radio and television. "Does 

the American press need to shed light on the problems of peace?" - this was 
the title of one of the main lectures, which was given by the propaganda 
theoretician R. Manoff, who responded in the negative to this question. 
"Journalism that specializes in shedding light on the problems of peace" 

he stated "is possible only when peace is the main goal of a government. 

At the present time, this is not the case." 


At the conference other no less characteristic admissions were made. 
Professor of journalism at California [sic] University, W. Dorman reported 
on the results of an analysis he conducted or material on the Soviet Union 
published by the newspapers THE NEW YORK TIMES, THE WASHINGTON POST, THE 
LOS ANGELES TIMES, THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, 

the magazines TIME and NEWSWEEK, the AP and UPI press agencies for one of 
the last months of last year. This is the conclusion he reached: ‘The 
intentions and the behavior of the Russians as usual are painted in the 
very blackest colors. Journalists obstinately rehash the themes that 
emanate from official Washington. The worst fears of Americans do not find 
any response in the press, and the analysis, as previously, are substituted 
by labelling." 


The lecture of Dorman, quite objectively describing the U.S.A. mass media, 
was subjected to criticism at the conference, whose participants basically 
held the course to kindle anti-Sovietism, militarism, and force hatred of 
the struggle of nations for social and national liberation. Such is the 
core of the policies of Washington in the field of mass communications, 
which they would like to impose on their allies and developing governments. 


The international program of communications development, in preventing the 
realization of these intentions, also facilitates the greatest possible 
number of states and their mass media to serve the interests of peace and 
social progress. One cannot overemphasize the significance of this program, 
however it also should not be underrated. 


Up to the present time, various countries have announced that the IPDC 

had been pledged 5,218,000 dollars. However, the Intergovernmental council 
of the IPDC has received requests to finance more than 50 projects with 

total costs of over 8 million dollars. Is that a lot? For comparison, 

the U.S. Information Agency (USIA) expends annually about 700 million dollars 
for external-political propaganda. All told, the U.S.A. expends more than 
three billion dollars annually for ideological subversive activities. 
Substantial sums are also earmarked for propaganda in other NATO countries 

as well. 


The resources of the [International Program of Communications Development 
appears especially meager against the background of the gigantic sums for 
which the developing countries are indebted to the capitalist West. Thus 

the debt of only three Latin American countries (Argentina, Brazil, Mexico) 
according to press figures, is 200 billion dollars. The overall indebtedness 








of developing countries to the developed capitalist governments has exceeded 
630 billion dollars. In terms of interest alone the countries of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America are obligated to pay annually the United States 

of America and other capitalist governments 109 billion dollars. 


In the light of these facts it might appear that the West has all the 
opportunities to hold mass media and communications of the developing 
governments in its c»ntrol, that the efforts to withstand its pressure with 
the assistance of the IPDC are in vain. However, experience shows that 

these efforts are neither in vain nor useless. The most important of the 
results already achieved is in the fact that many of the most important 
assistance programs for the mass media of developing countries, both regional 
as well as national, are removed from the sphere of uncontrolled activity 

of monopolies and placed under the aegis of UNESCO. 


Thanks to the International Program for Development of Communications, 
UNESCO and its agencies, including the Intergovernmental council of the 

IPDC can: study and objectively analyze the actual state of mass media and 
communications in developing governments; to follow with care the attempts 
of former [empore] centers to become involved in the internal affairs of 
young, liberated governments in the sphere of information and communica- 
tions; to provide cooperation to the formation of an information policy 

of the developing countries in a spirit of peaceful coexistence and coopera- 
tion among peoples; to influence the distribution of international aid to 
developing countries in the area of information and communications, thus 
neutralizing the intrigues of multinational corporations; to facilitate the 
formation of a new international information order with an anti-imperialistic 
foundation. 


American analysts have begun to understand that transnational corporations 
are suffering losses because the International Program of Development of 
Communications made a complete turnaround away from those goals and tasks 
which official Washington would like to impose on it. This is attested, 
in particular, by the document prepared by an organization close to the 
CIA, The Heritage Foundation. "The Ipternational Program of Development 
of Communications held three cfficial sessions," states the document. 

"Not one of them gave particular hope for the West. In point of fact, as 
a result of the formation of this international program, the West lost more 
than it gained. These losses are political and diplomatic." Further, it 
is asserted that the East "pursues two goals: 1) to win over more friends 
in the poor nations and 2) to show thes< countries that such a strategy 
helps to shake out large sums of money from the gullible capitalists." 


Let's not exaggerate the gullibility of capitalists. It is enough to say 
that the U.S.A. did not contribute a single dollar to IPDC's centralized 

fund of the program. In this sphere as well, Washington prefers to give 

“assistance” to its clients on a bilateral basis. 


Consciously exaggerating the case, The Heritage Foundation in general 
correctly takes note of the established trends. Thus in negatively charac- 
terizing all three sessions of the Intergovernmental council of the IPDC 








of course from their point of view, the authors of the document express 
particular dissatisfaction with the session in Acapulco (January 1982), 
about which it is stated that it turned out to be a “political catastrophy” 
for the West. Actually, it was precisely at this session that basic prin- 
ciples were established and the principal directions of the activity of the 
program were determined; these carried a clearly expressed anti-imperialist, 
anticolonialist nature. In setting down criteria, which should be used as 
guidelines in approving and financing projects within the framework of the 
IPDC, the council emphasized, that above all they should correspond to the 
goals, principles and tasks of the organization. 


Of course, one cannot consider that imperialist circles have renounced 
further attempts to establish rule over yesterday's colonies in the sphere 
of information and ideology. The future holds a long and difficult struggle 
and the monopolies will do everything they can in order to put the IPDC 
under its control. 


What should be undertaken in order that the plans of the monopolies are 
not achieved, that mass communications serve to bring together zations 
rather than divide them? How can national and regional information and 
communications systems be protected from political pressures of the neo- 
colonialists? To what aid projects should preference be given? Where can 
the means to finance the International Program for Communications be found? 
These questions will be discussed at the next scheduled session of the 
Intergovernmental council of the IPDC, which will take place in September 
in Tashkent. 


Our country, while actively supporting the International Program of Develop- 
ment of Communications, is striving for a positive resolution of the tasks 
standing before it. We take an interest in having all countries, including 
the former colonies, speak with their own and not with a foreign voice; 

for them not be dependent in the sphere of information and communications, 

as in other fields, on the former [empire] centers. It is precisely for 

this reason that the USSR rendered the young independent governments practical 
assistance in the creation of national cadres and a communications infra- 
structure. Such assistance will be given them in the future both along the 
lines of the IPDC, as well as on a bilateral basis. 


12505 
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INTERNATIONAL 


IRAN ACCUSED OF COOPERATING WITH U.S. ‘UNDECLARED WAR' AGAINST AFGHANISTAN 


NC110844 Moscow in Persian to Iran 1700 GMT 10, 12 Nov 83 


[Article by Vladimir Volinskiy: "Afghanistan's Popuiar Revolution and Its 
Opponents" ] 


[10 Nov 83] 


[Text] When we analyze the policy of the present Iranian Government toward 
neighboring countries, it is difficult for us to understand the motives 
behind this policy. On the one hand, struggling against imperialism is 
portrayed as one of the major objectives of the country's foreign policy 
while on the other hand, Iran's present leaders expand their reletions with 
those neighboring countries that--like Pakistan--play the role of a U.S. 
imperialist military springboard and have turned themselves into bases of 
subversion against Iran itself. This comes at a time when it seems that 
Iran's present officials do not want to expand their relations with those 
neighboring countries that have been supporting Iran's revolution from the 
very start. Moreover, these officials often cloud their relations with 
these countries and they resort to much slander in justifying their 
unfriendly policy toward these countries. 


We will take Iran's relations with the DRA as an example. Previously 
Afghanistan, like Iran, had a monarchy. Later on in Afghanistan, like in 
Iran, the monarchy was overthrown. This happened somewhat earlier in 
Afghanistan than in Iran. We know that the shah of Iran became afraid of 
the Afghan revolution because in his opinion the Afghan revolution was an 
extremely bad example for the Iranian people. It has been said that he had 
a heart attack because of this. However, Afghanistan's revolution had 
inspired the Iranian revolutionaries because a different state had been 
formed in Iran's >roximity which adopted a very friendly attitude toward 
Iran's revolution. Iran's state personalities, now, do not officially 
recognize the Afghan revolution and they allege that this revolution is not 
the revolution that should have taken place. Apparently these people believe 
that, in the same way one can order a tailor-made suit, one can have a revo- 
lution made to order and have it happen at a prescribed moment. But this is 


something that cannot be done. 








Let us now see why Afghanistan's revolution has not been favored by some of 
Iran's influential officials. Let us see what objectives the Afghan revo- 
lution has and in whose benefit it took place. Not only did the people of 
Afghanistan overthrow the rule of the shah and of the courtiers, but they 
also ended the domination of the big feudalists, capitalists, merchants and 
usurers. In other words, Afghanistan's revolution was for the benefit of 
all the people and especially for the benefit of workers in cities and 
villages. Meanwhile, we wish to point out that the revolution in Iran has 
not yet reached this level. 


Immediately after the revolution in Afghanistan, 11 million people, that is, 
the major part of the population, were exempted from repaying loans to 
usurers and other exploiters. The popular government confiscated the land 
belonging to big landlords and hundreds of thousands of families in villages 
received a piece of land while workers, industrialists, and small merchants 
were saved from the oppression of the rich and usurers. Activities have 
started on a vast scale in the field of education and overcoming illiteracy 
as well as economic and cultural backwardness. All the Afgnan tribes and 
clans enjoy equal rights. They are now able to receive education in their 
mother tongue, to publish newspapers, and to carry out all record-keeping 
affairs in their mother tongue. Attracting millions of Afghan citizens to 
take part in the administration of state affairs in various forms like the 
granting of the rule to the people, has been one of the major achievements 
of the Afghan revolution. The vastest levels of people participate in the 
administration of the country's affairs through membership in unions and 

in women's, youths’, and other social organizations. All levels of the 
Afghan society have united in the National Fatherland Front. 


Afghanistan is a country where the people believe in Islam. There are both 
Sunnis and Shi'ites in that country. The popular rule, which has been 
established in the country, fully understands the fact that this element 
should be taken into consideration when implementing revolutionary changes. 
Therefore in Afghanistan there is freedom of religion. Most clergymen 
immediately realized that the new rule in the country would defend the 
people's interests and that it enjoyed the people's support. Therefore, 
these clergymen are serving the people, actively participating in the 
National Fatherland Front, and helping to strengthen the popular rule. 

Some clergymen, who took great pains to eulogize the monarchy in 
Afghanistan and did their best to strengthen the domination of feudalists 
and usurers, are among those overt. “wn Afghan rulers who resorted to armed 
struggles against the people and the revolution. 


In its foreign policy, Democratic Afghanistan remains an active member of 
the Nonaligned Movement, it persistently acts on the basis of anti- 
imperialism, and extends a hand of friendship toward neighboring countries, 
that is, toward Iran too. 


Let us now see what in the Afghan revolution has not met the approval of 
the influential Iranian officials. Why is this revolution, as they say, 
not the revolution that should have taken place? These people have nothing 
to sav in reply because it is not possible to ignore the fact that the 
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Afghan revolution is to the benefit of the Afghan people. Since these 
people cannot overtly state the reality which they see in front of then, 
they pretend that this reality does not exist at all. Therefore, they 
resort to crude and unrestrained slander about the situation in Afghanistan, 
the Afghan people, and its government. But there is a famous eastern adage 
that says thet the dog barks but the caravan continues op its way. 
Afghanistan's caravan has been successfully moving toward progressive 
changes for more than 5 years now. The level of the Afghan people's wel- 
fare is continuously rising. Farmers are groying more and more crops each 
year and their income is increasing. The true income of workers and 
employers is increasing. Prices of goods and staple foods are stable in 
Afghanistan. Unemployment is dropping. Housing projects are being car-:ied 
out on a vast scale in Kabul and in other cities. Under these conditions 
it becomes more and more difficult for Democratic Afghanistan's enemies to 
slander it. 


The imperialists have resorted to an undeclared war against the newly estab- 
lished republic in a bid to obstruct the peaceful life of the Afghan people. 
Afghan counterrevolutionaries have been mobilized to continue this war. 

The territory of neighboring Pakistan, where more than 100 bases have been 
set up for the training of brigands, has been turned into a springboard for 
the continuation of the undeclared war. The United States and other imperial- 
ist governments allocate hundreds of millions of dollars each year to their 
objectives. It is necessary to explain that the provocative acts against 
Democratic Afghanistan are also carried out from the territory of neighbor- 
ing Iran. It is a definite fact that in its policy toward Afghanistan, Iran 
has once again placed itself in the same camp together with those foreign 
imperialist forces that are the true enemies of an independent Iran. 


[12 Nov 83] 


[Excerpts] Dear listeners: We should acknowledge the fact that the only 
ones who oppose the revolution in Afghanistan are those whose interests it 
thre ‘sens. According to the Iranians, the arrogant oppressors--whose power 
is derived from their oppression and exploitation of others--were the real 
opponents of the Afghan revolution. 


Soon, the United States and other imperialists and their henchmen rushed to 
aid the counterrevolutionaries by supplying arms and material to them and 
by training bands of armed men who were sent into Afghanistan. They also 
began a propaganda campaign in their support throughout the world. It was 
said that due to unstable conditions in Afghanistan these people---these 
fugitives in fact--were seeking refuge in the neighboring countries. The 
Kochi nomad tribes, who have longstanding customs, obey their own elders, 
and are prominent throughout Afghan history, have always been moving to and 
fro to other countries in search of grazing land. Hence, any number of 
Afghans in Iran cannot be said to be proof of popular opposition to the 
present government in Afghanistan. Even before the revolution there used 
to be rearly 700,000 Afghan workers in Iran who had simply gone there 
seeking work. 








Under these conditions the people's government of Afghanistan was expected 
to not only establish a peaceful and progressive economic society within 
Afghanistan but also to fight off armed counterrevolutionary bands as well. 
At the time when imperialists were thinking that they would be able to turn 
Afghanistan into another Chile, the revolutionary leaders in Afghanistan 
asked the Soviet Union for help. It was only natural that if they needed 
help, they would turn to their friends. It is the right of every country 
to do so. Incidentally, they turned to the Soviet Union not only because 
Afghanistan and the Soviet Union are neighbors, but because we have long- 
standing and historical relations. 


Naturally this revolutionary help to Afghanistan was rendered in time--both 
in economic matters and also in its defense against armed interference by 
imperialist agents. The routing of counterrevolutionaries by the Afghan 
pecple and the all-encompassing help, which the Soviet Union usually gives 
to a friendly country like Afghanistan, seems to have made certain Iranian 
rulers very nervous. They believe in duplicity--one way thinking for them- 
selves and another for other people. While they believe it is their right 
to defend their own revolution against the counterrevolutionaries within 
lran they deny this right to the people of Afghanistan. Why? They may 
rhetorically answer: Because we do not like the present government in 
Afghanistan, we believe that this government is not backed by the Afghan 
people. That is, it appears that they are speaking for Afghanistan. But, 
who gave them this right? Similarly in Afghanistan it could be said: We 
do aot like the Iranian Government because this government is not in the 
interest of the Iranian people. 


The issue is not whether a certain government is liked by other govern- 
ments. Such attitudes should not determine the form of relations between 
states. If different states want to live in peace they should not inter- 
fere in the internal affairs of others. Iran, as is well known, has been 
helping certain leaders of the Afghan counterrevolutionaries by supplying 
them with money. These leaders are now rich people. Have the Iranian 
people agreed that their money should go to a band of counterrevolutionaries 
engaged in war against a popular government in a neighboring country? 

This is highly unlikely. 


In Iranian territory some bases have been set up in which Iranian Revolu- 
tion Guards are training Afghan terrorists, and these guards occasionally 
engage in armed action in Afghanistan themselves. We should note here that 
a number of people from imperialist countries are also engaged in similar 
activity and many of them have been captured within Afghanistan. The 
important question is: Whether the Iranian Government would tolerate anti- 
Iranian terrorists receiving training in another country? The answer is no. 
So why then does the Iranian Government consider itself justified in doing 
so? Obviously, it is engaged in duplicity and has two sets of moral codes. 


The Iranian Government has been making much about its generosity to Afghans 
in refugee camps in Iran. Would it not be better if these homeless and 
destitute people were allowed to return to their country, where land and 
work awaits them and where they can help in building a new social order? 








Democratic Afghanistan on several occasions has initiated proposals on 
normalizing relations with its neighbors. One of the basic points in all 
its proposals has been ending all foreign interference in Afghanistan, most 
of which stems from Pakistan, but some originates from Iran. The recogni- 
tion of Afghanistan's sovereignty and security would form the basis for 
eliminating the causes that forced Afghanistan to seek military aid from 
the Soviet Union. 


The Afghan Government has also offered to sit at a conference table with 
its neighbors, Pakistan and Iran. Pakistan is at present engaged in talks 
with Afghanistan through the United Nations, but Ira. has refused to do so. 
It seems that Iran's policy toward Afghanistan is no different from the 
policy of imperialist countries. The Iranian officials and the American 
leaders have shown only one desire: That another government be brought to 
power in Afghanistan. It is as if they have the right to determine such a 
thing. 


Another point worth noting in this context is that the Soviet Army has 
never engaged in injust actions and has never fought against the people. 
The Soviet Army is proud that in spite of the difficult conditions it is 
rendering brotherly help to the Afghan people who are engaged in building 
a new order. The Soviet Army, in spite of the lies and false propaganda 
hurled at it by the enemies of the Afghan people and at the Soviet Union, 
it will continue to carry out its international duty. These lies and 
allegations only show the smallness of its enemies. 


Now the question arises: What about the policy of the Iranian officials 
toward Afghanistan? What will be the outcome of this policy? As can be 
seen in this regard, Iran's policy is in line with that of the United 
States and the other imperialist countries. This is unnatural and 
unexpected. Do the Iranian officials want, as the people want in the 
United States, to topple the present government in Afghanistan and replace 
it with another? This is a futile and silly effort. The Afghan people 
will never alluw this to happen. The Soviet Union will never leave its 
friend in limbo. Does the Iranian Government's poiicy conform with the 
national aspirations of the Iranian people? Or does it harm them? If Iran 
does not cooperate with its neighbors, whom will it cooperate with? 


Vladimir Volinskiy in concluding his article writes: I think the [Iranian 
officiais who feel responsible to th* people should adopt a realistic 
stance when determining their policy toward their neighbors. 


CSO: 4640/50 








INTERNATIONAL 


OBOTE CITED ON BBC 'PROPAGANDISTIC SUBVERSION’ AGAINST UGANDA 


LD192053 Moscow Radio Peace and Progress in English to Africa 1630 GMT 
19 Nov 83 


[Text] The British Broadcasting Corporation, BBC, has launched a campaign 
of lies and slander against Uganda. This was declared by the country's 
president, Milton Obote, speaking at a press conference. For already over 
2 months, Obote pointed out, the London radio has been spreading reports 
allegedly sent from places of events by a certain BBC own correspondent in 
Kampala, Richard (Asipu). However, according to the data of the Informa- 
tion and Broadcasting Minist-y of the country, as well as of the Journalists 
and Writers’ Association, there is no such correspondent in Uganda. The 
president underscored that BBC is resorting to impudent falsifications with 
the aim of discrediting the efforts of the republic's government aimed at 
stabilizing the situation in the country, at checking the activities of 

the anti-government terroristic gangs and at raising the national economy. 


In Africa Uganda is far from the only target of the BBC propagandistic 
subversion. The countries conducting a consistent anti-imperialist and 
anti-monopolistic course, striving to liquidate in the shortest possible 
time heavy colonial legacy, economic and social backwardness, famine and 
disease are under close attention of the radio liars from London. The 
list includes Ethiopia and Benin, Congo and Zimbabwe, Guinea and Angola. 


Tanzania is lately being subjected to vicious propagandistic attacks. The 
radio saboteurs from BBC are apparently trying in their programs for Africa 
to create an impression of their listeners that the Tanzanian economy is on 
the brink of catastrophe and that the course of socialist orientation con- 
ducted by the country's government and the ruling Revolutionary Party has 
brought it to such a state. The purpose of this misinformation is to 
present in the unfavorable light tne Tanzanian leadership and to compel the 
Tanzanians to deviate from the road of building sociaiist society. In so 
doing the Western propagandists are cautiously keeping mum about the fact 
that this road helped Tanzania to treble the industrial production over 10 
years, to attain sit bstantial progress in raising the well-being of the 
working people. The West is stubbornly silent also about the fact that the 
level of literacy in Tanzania, namely 80 percent, is one of the highest in 
Africa and not more than 2 decades ago 8 out of 10 Tanzanians could neither 
read nor write. 
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The campaign which BBC and other bodies of the imperialist propaganda have 
unleashed is in full accord with the West's general approach to depicting 
the events taking place in Africa, wrote the “anzanian newspaper DAILY NEWS. 
It is precisely for the sake of the selfish ‘nterests of imperialism that 
the mass media are using the statements of invented sources or strangers. 


A powerful ally of BBC, radio station Voice of America, Washington's major 
mouthpiece, is also boosting its ideological offensive against Africa. In 
fact, radio has been turned by the present-day American administration 
into a tool for interference in the internal affairs of the sovereign 
states and for conducting subversive actions against them. According to 
press reports, over 150 so-called research institutes and foundations, as 
well as experts in psychological war from the Pentagon and the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency, are providing radio saboteurs with slanderous 
provocative fabrications. 


Further modernization of the Voice of America is envisaged for which about 
$55 million have been requested for the next year, and in 1985 it is 
envisaged to earmark $200 million. Such lavish allocations for setting up 
the subversive activities of the Voice of America are a component part of 
the so-called program for promoting democracy and public diplomacy pro- 
claimed by Washington not long ago. This ambitious program, underlines 
the African press, is aimed at conducting a long-term basis large-scale 
ideological subversion against the forces of peace and progress, at 
creating the American fifth column in the young states, at (?foisting) 
propagandistic brainwashing of the public in the spirit which suits the 
United States. 


It is natural that the political circles of the African countries cannot 
remain indifferent in the face of the West's ideological offensive. They 
direct their efforts to the speediest creation and consolidation of their 
own mass media which can give an efficient rebuff to the growing intrigues 
of imperialisa. 


CSO: 1812/53 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROLE OF CATHOLIC CHURCH IN EAST EUROPE EXAMINED 


Moscow OBSHCHESTVENYYE NAUKI V SSSR, SERIYA 1: PROBLEMY NAUCHNOGO KOMMUNIZMA 
(REFERATIVNYY ZHURNAL) in Russian No 4, Jul-Aug 83 (signed to press 23 May 83) 
pp 81-88 


[Review by G.P. Merkulova of book by L. F. Shevtsova "SOTSIALIZM I KATOLITSIZM: 
Vzaimootnosheniya gosudarstva i katolicheskoy tserkvi v sotialisticheskikh 
stranakh (SOCIALISM AND CATHOLICISM: Relations between the state and the 
Catholic church in socialist countrieg/. USSR Academy of Sciences, Economics 
of the World Socialist System Institute, Moscow, Nauka, 1982.-215 pp/ 


[Text] The book consists of five chapters. 


Chapter 1 is entitled "The present-day policies of the Catholic church - a new 
course or continuity?" Measured against his predecessor, the current head of 
the Roman Catholic church is an advocate of a more forceful policy and the 
active, mainly institutional influence of the church on society. The key 
instrument whereby John Paul II hopes to ensure the vitality of Catholicism 

is not dialogue, but confrontation with socialism, though he does not reject 
the outward forms of dialogue. Obviously the Vatican's course is evolving 
toward more diversified ways and means to counterbalance socialist ideas, above 
all by the more flexible use of the personal and moral-ethic approach to 
social problems. In the ideological sphere the present pope evinces greater 
intolerance than his predecessor; in the sphere of international relations 
with socialist countries he is likewise less prone to compromise than Paul VI. 
During his visit to Poland in 1980 John Paul II declared that "no secular 
atheistic doctrine can serve as the ideological base in the building of a more 
just society" (p.30). In his opinion, only Catholicism fully ensures human 
rights; the Catholic religion must become not only an inalienable facet of 

the individual's world outlook, but the cornerstone of the societal super- 
structure, the state ideology. 


Chapter 2 discusses "The Catholic church during construction of the founda- 
tions of socialism." The period encompassing the late 40s and the 50s was 
one of confrontation between the church and the people's state. The specific 
aspects of the historic evolution of Poland, Hungary and to a lesser extent 
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and the GDR culminated in the existence there to- 
day of "a higher level of religiousness among the population than in many 
Western European countries" (p. 58) and in the very strong influence of the 
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Catholic church over the life of so-*ety. The fact that it has an inter- 
national leadership and thet its universalist pretensions are much broader 

in scope than those of the Orthodox church account for the large measure of 
independence the Catholic church enjoys today. The anticommunist tendencies 

of the clergy erupted with special force during periods of aggravation of the 
political situation in the people's democracies. Mistakes made in the process 
of governing a socialist society evoked a feeling of discontent among part 

of the toiling masses, created the prerequisites for certain strata of the 
population to turn to religion, "not so much to its moral and ethical 

dogmas as to church social doctrine” in search of an answer to unsatisfactor- 
ily resolved social problems" (p.75). The position of each national church 
was also a factor. Thus, the involvement of Hungarian clergy with the counter- 
revolution alienated some believers from the church. It also became clear, 
though, that administrative measures aimed at curbing church activity were 
ineffective. In Poland the relatively cautious stand taken by the episcopate 
during the events of 1956 allowed the state to repeal its limitations on the 
activities of the clergy. 


The 60s saw the church adopt a policy of dialogue with the people's state. 
This was prompted by the fact that the construction of the foundations of 
socialism in the countries of Eastern and Central Europe had been brought to 
completion. The national hierarchies were faced with the need to come up with 
a concept reflecting a spirit of cooperation with the new order. 


Chapter 3 is entitled "East European Catholic churches at the current stage." 
A full and objective picture cf the level and character of religiousness 

among the populat/.on of the socialist countries is impossible because no 
relevant statistical data are available. According to rough estimates and 
spot studies in Bulgaria in the early 60s, believers comprised 36 percent of 
the adult population, but active believers were far less in number. In the 
same period 34 percent of those questioned in Czechoslovakia believed in the 
existence of God, 10 percent were unsure and 37 percent considered themselves 
atheists. The most religious-minded population is considered to be that of 
Slovakia. In Hungary 25 to 40 percent of the population are avowed believers, 
in the GDR 8-9 percent are active Catholics. About 30 percent of all 
Yugoslavs are believers, of that number 40 percent are Orthodox, 30 percent 
Catholics and 12 percent Moslems. Eighty percerc of the population of Poland 
consider themselves Catholics, but 62 percent or those questioned do not read 
cathechism and 92 percent - books of a religious nature, a growing number do 
not participate in church ritual (pp.91-92). Sociological polls conducted 

in 1977-1978 showed that the level of religiousness among those working in 

the socialized sector of the economy is less than in the private sector and 
inversely proportional to the educational level. Seventy-eight percent of 
believers are women. The rural population attends church more frequently than 
the urban, smal] town inhabitants more frequently than big ity dwellers. An 
ever growing number of the faithful question the need for tne existence of the 
church as an institution, believing that communion with God can take place 
without go-betweens. The "materialism" and insincerity of the clergy is 

cause for censure. On the other hand, a certain proportion of those who break 
with the church become indifferent to questions of world outlook in general. 
The opinion is voiced that persons with no interest in "world outlook" are more 
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passive on the job and in public matters, more “asocial" than believers. Not 
always justified, therefore, is optimism “merely about a weakening in the 
church's standing and a formal reduction in the number of the faithful" 
(p.96). A break with the church can sometimes lead to the replacement of an 
outward, theatricalized, ritual religiousness by a deeper, "intellectual" 
faith. This phenomenon is reflected in the religiousness of some groups 

of the intelligentsia. Overall in the 70s the tempo of “atheization" of 
society in the socialist countries was lower than in the 50s-60s, there was 

a definite stabilization of the social category subject to the influence of 
the church. The primary causes of religiousness in a socialist society are 
still the complexities of personal life, the inability of some individuals 

to communicate socially, illness and loneliness. The survivability of 
religion stems from its ability to adapt to social conditions. Also to be 
reckoned with is the linkage in people's minds of the religious moment with 
the national. Stepped-up migration, the population flow from rural areas to 
the cities, the evolution of the social and class struggle prompted by the 
scientific and technological revolution are accompanied by ‘the breakdown of 
behavioral and conceptual stereotypes, the loss of social links and reference 
points, it heightens interest in religion as a "source of certain principles 
essential to man in a new environment and new conditions" (p.99). This, how- 
ever, is a temporary phenomenon. In the rural areas and small towns the church 
is perceived as the mainstay of social structures and as one of the most 
durable traditions. A related fact is the passing on of religious beliefs 

as a heirloom in the process: of home upbringing. Characteristically, 
religious communities exert a much more active influence on the atheists they 
come inte contact with than the other way around: Polish sociologists have 
determined that only 13 percent of non-believers polled would like their 
world outlook to be shared by others, whereas 79.1 percent of the faithful 
aspire to the "christianization" of atheists (p.99). Finally, the callous 
approach to the interests of the toiling masses peculiar to the administra- 
tive bureaucracy, some miscalculations in policy decisions, the imperfections 
of economic and socio-political relations under socialism serve to drive 
people into the bosom of the church, 


In the 70s the national episcopates of the socialist countries by and large 
wound down their open antisocialist attacks. This was because the majority 

of believers had accepted socialism. A definite influence on the evolution of 
views and perceived values in the socialist states was exerted by the realism 
of the Vatican's "Eastern" policy under Paul VI. It is illustrative that 

the national churches of the socialist countries find it increasingly neces- 
sary to distance themselves from the preceding social order. Nevertheless, 
“there are grounds for doubt as to whether the aspirations of the official 
church have truly drawn closer to the objectives of socialism" (p.104). The 
state of society the church most desires to see is one in which social contra- 
dictions are continuously regenerated and in which there is no sufficiently 
effective secular mechanism to resolve them. It follows, then, that “social 
antagonisms and inadequate public understanding thereof are the main factors 
behind the vitality and energetic activity of the church" (p.105). In this 
situation its efforts to resolve the said antagonisms can be but partial and 
must be counterbalanced by lending support to the generator of the antagonisms. 
Their cardinal resolution would, in the author's view, undermine the very 
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foundation of church policy. Certain church circles are trying to instill in 
the public an apocalyptic view of the modern world. Such an approach to 
reality springs from a refusal to consider the positive aspects of societal 
experience. Holding forth on the decline of civilization under socialism is 
tantamount to a rejection of the latter. Certain of the Catholic hierarchies 
in the socialist states are critical of socialism and capitalism alike. 

Ideal for the church's interests “would be a society largely agrarian or petty 
bourgeois in structure" (p. 107). The church is especially interested in the 
preservation of the individual peasantry, artisans and small-time traders. 

It regards the survival or rebirth of individual farming as a prerequisite 

for strengthening the family and preserving tradition. 


On the other hand, improvements in the state's policy of alliance with 

all the people creates favorable conditions for the activation of private 
enterprise in some sectors of the economy. The small entrepreneur and the 
private farmer are guaranteed the assistance of the state. Confidence in the 
future lessens his dependence on the church and complicates its goals. Some 
clerical circles consider a society isolated from the world as ideal for the 
church's purposes in that it would generate the proper conditions "for the 
conservation of archaic socio-economic ties and the resultant way of life and 
moral imperatives which are all very propitious for the work of the church" 
(p.108). 


The church is forced to modify its activities to adapt them to the new 
interrelationships between classes and strata of socialist society. However, 
class distinctions survive under socialism too, “isolated aspects of inequali- 
ty continue to exist in greater or lesser measure...new forms of disparity or 
inequality can arise," rather acute contradictions between classes and strata 
as well (p.112). It is precisely here that the hub of the church's maneuvers, 
the key source of its vitality lies. That is why certain church circles 
strain to emphasize these contradictions, impart to them a semblance of 
conflict between a segment of society and the state or between individual 
groups of toilers, and act as intermediaries in the process of their resolu- 
tion. Past experience has shown that the eruption of social conflict under 
socialism was always accompanied by the activation of the church's role, by 
pronouncements to the effect that the building of a socially uniform society 
was an “unrealisti::" goal. 


In the late 70s - early 80s when some socialist countries were hit by in- 
creasing economic difficulties another aspect of church policy came'to the 
fore. Thus, the national hierarchies did not choose to fan believers’ dis- 
content over a slowdown in the growth of the standard of living. The same is 
also true of the original position taken by the Polish episcopate in the 
crisis situation of 1980-1981. This can be characterized as an attempt "to 
steer the church back into the arena of varied social, including political, 
relations, only this time not as a destructive force vis-a-vis socialism, but, 
on the contrary, as a “constructive" factor (p.119). The author's view is 
that the clergy should not be barred from positive participation in social 
processes. It must also be understood, though, that the church's broad 
cooperation with the state serves to strengthen its own position and can cause 
problems for the further development of socialism. The growing economic 
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demands of some groups of the population in the socialist countries far sur- 
pass their natural needs and the capability of the state to satisfy those 
demands. In this context, notes the author, the church's sermons advocating 
restraint and temperance in consumption, its calls to a spiritual development 
of self are, up to a point, useful. Certain Catholic circles “can be allies 
of the state in a socialist society, even if temporary, in the struggle 
against a number of manifestations of the petty bourgeois way of life and 

the influence of the West" (p.153). Also meriting approval are the charitable 
activities of the church and its efforts in the defense of peace. 


Chapter 4 is entitied "Secular Christian organizations in the socialist 
countries." The consolidation of the new order creates the necessary condi- 
tions for resolving the problem of the relationship between man and society 
and achieving an inner harmony in the individual that stems from a Marxist 
world outlook. For a number of reasons, though, the effectiveness of 
atheistic propaganda is weakening. It is, therefore, permissibie to utilize 
the influence on believers of leftist-Christian ideas whose proponent in the 
GDR is the Christian Democratic Union and in Poland the Social-Progressive 
Movement of Catholics (PAKS). Be that as it may, attempts to rekindle the 
individual's participation in the life of society by Christian motivation 
cannot be regarded as the optimal decision, especially in the long-range 
perspective. 


Chapter 5 is entitled "The evolution of dialogue between Marxists and 
Christians." The greatest progress in the theoretical understanding and 
practical development of dialogue was made in the 60s-70s, which to a very 
large degree was made possible by the church discontinuing its policy of 
confrontation with socialism. The contemporary stage of the construction 

of socialism requires the conscious creative participation of all members of 
society, including believers. With regard to the latter, and to church 
circles as well, the Communist parties of the fraternal countries conduct a 
policy of neutralizing elements which view socialism with animosity and 
cooperating with socialist-minded believers. There is a growing flexibility 
in the utilization of democratic ideas that reflect the world outlook of 
allied non-Communist, including Christian, parties and organizations. The 
unity of believers and atheists on the informal level is growing stronger. 
For all this, though, the criterion for judging the wisdom of the socialist 
state's policies vis-a-vis the church "should in each particular case be the 
objective correlation between the short-term objective of the party's coopera- 
tive policy and the long-range interests of socialism as a whole" (p.206). 
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INTERNATIONAL 


BRIEFS 


INDIAN UNIVERSITY DEAN IN AZERBAIJAN--The dean of (Mirotaki) University in 
India, Dr Singh, is the guest of the Geography Institute of the Azerbaijan 
Academy of Sciences. The cbjective behind his visit is to acquaint himself 
with the scientific research work of Azeri scientists in the agricultural 
field--particularly in the cultivation and [word indistinct] domains--as 
well as with matters related to agrarian [word indistinct] and establish- 
ment of districts. He has visited a number of sovkhozes in the Apsheron 
Peninsula in order to acquaint with organizational work related to the 
agricultural domain. Dr Singh conferred with Gasan Aliyev, academician of 
the Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences and director of the Geography Institute, 
and received replies to his questions. [Text] [GF201710 Baku International 
Service in Azeri 1300 GMT 20 Nov 83] 


CSO: 1831/115 
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NATIONAL 


LITERATURNAYA GAZETA DESCRISES WORK WITH COMPLAINT LETTERS 
Moscow LITERATURNAYA GAZETA in Russian 5 Oct 83 p 14 
[Article: "How We Work with Your Letters"] 


[Text] "The Citizens of the USSR have the right to participate in the 
direction of state and public affairs and in the discussion and adoption of 
laws and decisions with national and local significance." (From the Consti- 
tution of the USSR) 


V.I. Lenin mentioned che great importance editorial work with ietters. In 
particular, he wrote that "a really active organ should print one tenth of 
the letters received and use the rest for informing and advising the 
writers." Our party has consistently carried out Lenin's idea and gives 
consistent attention to the need to further improve this important part of 
ideological work. "Letters from readers, television and radio audiences, 
and correspondence from workers’ and rural correspondents are a sensitive 
barometer of public opinion and a profound source showing the thinking, 
experience, and initiative of the masses," noted the July 1983 Plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee. 


These principles guide the staff of LITERATURNAYA GAZETA in its daily work 
with readers’ letters and suggestions. 


During the present year, the editors of LITERATURNAYA GAZETA: 


-Published approximately 1000 letters from readers; 

-Sent more than 200 correspondents on assignments; 

-Obtained approximately 200 official responses to complaints and around 
8000 answers to unpublished letters. 


Every year, the staff of LITERATURNAYA GAZETA receives around 90,000 letters 
from readers. These letters are of the most varied kinds and do not 
resemble each other. What unites them is probably one thing: the active 
and not indifferent relation of Soviet people to everything taking place 
around them at school, at home, in the work collective, in the city, in 

the country and throughout the world. The writers of our letters include 
workers and engineers, scientists and students, kolkhozniks and doctors, 
teachers and artists.... 
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Withour readers’ letters, not a single issue of LITERATURNAYA GAZETA could be 
produced. From the beginning of the present year, more than 3000 letters 
have been used in the pages of the paper (including the surveys of mail 
received). 


The staff of LITERATURNAYA GAZETA works in many ways with readers’ letters. 
It can be said that there as many types of treatment as there are letters, 
and it is almost impossible to say something about every one of then. 
Therefore, today we would like to present only the most typical ways in 
which the LITERATURNAYA GAZETA staff deals with readers’ letters. 


Our Principal Author 


A letter is received at LITERATURNAYA GAZETA. Its career at the paper 
begins in the mail room where it is opened, registered, and receives 

what we could call its "passport", that is a card with a record number and 
the writer's name and address. The letter can then be located when needed, 
if the reader cails or if a correspondent needs it; or it can be 

selected because of the subject with which it deals. 


The letters are now all registered and are on the desks of the staff of the 
mail department. The staff now carefully reads them and writes short 
annotation for each letter with the name of the department to which it 
will be sent for further work. 


Whether the letters are responses to statements in LITERATURNAYA GAZETA, 
requests for help, critical remarks about some organisation, urgent signals 
about problems in ,roduction or daily life, reflections on literature and 
life or "on the times and ourselves", proposals, opinions or advice- not one 
is left unanswered. 


The most interesting, topical and socially significant letters are considered 
in editorial planning meetings in which the editor of LITERATURNAYA GAZETA 
participates; and a decision is made: this letter touches upon an important 
subject or raises an important question which must be considered in the paper 
or, in this case, it is essential that a correspondent be sent or, in the 
case of an urgent signal, the problem must be brought to the attention of the 
appropriate department. 


The editorial life of the letter continues.... 
How a Discussion Begins 


"I have been following the poetry of young authors for several years," 

begins a letter received by the staff in the summer of this year from 

I. Agureyev of Leningrad. "I read the critic attentively and he is not 

silent about the young poets; but at the same time, I do not recall a 

really full discussion of their work and it is time to have such a discussion.” 
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The letter from I. Agureyev was not the only one of its kind. But it was 
simply the clearest expression of the need to have a detailed discussion of 
the subject. We published the letter in the 30th number of LITERATURNAYA 
GAZETA. The readers immediately responded and confirmed that the subject 
was the correct selection for a discussion and is of contemporary interest. 
Two issues later, essays by the young poet V. Yevpatov entitled "Essential 
Questions" and by the young critic A. Kazintsev "Questions without Answers" 
and the essay by V. Gusev "“iagles and Chickens" appeared. A new discussion 
developed. "Who Has Began is not a Beginner" and this aroused a great deal 
of reader interest. 


Last year, a polemical letter by V. Katkov was published which began the 
discussion "An Epidemic of Sel*-Hypnosis of Infantilism of the Soul?" 

The author wrote with disapproval of those who see the meaning of their 
existence in all kinds of hobbies: collecting, amateurism, etc.. The 
letter of V. Katkov led to a torrent of contradictory answers. What 
Started as an individual response to hobbies grew into a serious discussion 
on the spiritual elevation of Soviet man and the realization of his social 
role. 


Discussions in LITERATURNAYA GAZETA such as “Dramaturgy in the 1980's: 
Problers and Explorations", “Consciousness as We Understand it", "Who Needs 
This Lerskiy", “The School of the 2lst Century: What Will it be Like”, 
"Contemporary Man's Spiritual World" and a series of others, began with 
intense letters from readers extremely interested in the subjects. 


A Correspondent Will Visit You 


Frequently, a letter to the editors will begin, "I would like this letter to 
be given personally to Ye. Bogat (A. Vaksberg, Yu. Shchekochikhin, A. Borin, 
etc.). This is not surprising, for the authors of the legal surveys of 
LITERATURNAYA GAZETA have won the confidence and respect of the readers. 
Although many letters arrive marked “personal”, they are all given to the 
persons concerned and are often the starting points for new articles and 
missions. 


On the basis of information from readers, LITERATURNAYA GAZETA correspondents 

have already carried out more than 200 assignments this year. The result 

was more than 100 articles which were printed in the paper. The articles 

"Two", “At the River", “Ah, Summer!", “Holes in the Roads", "Good Intentions" 

and many articles of the regular column "Report on Assignments” began with 

letters and always led to new flows of mail. And when sensibie and 

detailed official answers reach the staff, such as those received on the essay 

of A. Vaksberg “Expert in Free Fighting", which we are publishing today in 

this issue, it is clear that the efforts of the staff were not in vain. ¥ 


Only a small part of the missions based upon letters can be described in the 
paper. During the mission, the correspondent works in close contact with 
representatives of party and social organizations and heads of executive 
committees of Soviets of people's deputies. Our general task is to examine 
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without bias the most complicated situations and to state ar opinion, advise 
and draw the attention of those responsible to circumstances which, 

some reason or another may be outside of their field of vision, and by 
combined efforts to obtain as a final result a resolution of the conflict 
which made the reader write to the paper. 


The Writer Reads the Mail 


Soviet writers regulariy write for Li“ERATURNAYA GAZETA. And not only in the 
first part dealing with literary and cultural questions. Literary materials 
are appearing ever more frequently in the second half of LITERATURNAYA 
GAZETA which is devoted to problems of economics and everyday life, science, 
the social and political life of the country, the international situation 

and the communist education of Soviet man. 


Writers in LITERATURNAYA GAZETA work actively with the letters to the editors. 
They go on assignments and comment in the paper on letters and questions 

which the readers have raised. Only recently, in the regular column 
"Confidential Discussion", readers; questions were answered by such well-known 
writers as Chingiz Aytmatov, Yuliya Drunina, Nodar Dumbadze, Viktor Rozoe, 
etc.. 


Not long ago, the staff received a letter from the city of Aksay in Rostovskiy 
Oblast. It described what appeared to be a tragic case. A war veteran had 
met with sudden death because of the callousness and indifference of a bus 
driver. The matter seemed complicated and confused. LITERATURNAYA GAZETA 
correspondents made two trips to Rostovskiy Oblast, examined the facts and 
conducted interviews. 


Staff workers, together with the front-line reporter Grigoriy Baklanov, 
thoroughly considered and discussed the matter, went over the events at 
Aksay and arrived at the conclusion that this affair should not be left in 
silence. The article of @igoriy Baklanov then appeared on the editorial 
work table and will be published in one of the next issues. 


An Essential Helper 


All departments of LITERATURNAYA GAZETA thoroughly analyze readers’ mail and 
carefully study the basic trends. The letter is not only an essential source 
of information but is also one of the ways in which the reader can immediately 
participate in the social life of the country. 


The faithful reader of LITERATURNAYA GAZETA probably remembers articles on the 
problem of strengthening industrial discipline as well as discussions such 

as “Compel or Interest?" "Personal Business During Work Hours," etc.. 

After the November (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, there was a 
flow of mail to the staff in which the writers made various proposals of 
possible ways and means for strengthening discipline. The column “The 
Essential Word of the Five-Year Plan is Discipline” now regularly appears in 
the paper. 


21 








Investigation of readers’ mail makes it possible for the editors to define 
and introduce into the paper exactly those subjects which are of the greatest 
current interest. If there is an increase in the number of letters which 
criticize the work of the post office and telegraph service, then the article 
"Tagged Atoms-4" and the column "A Task for the Reader" appear. The staff, 
together with the readers, study the reasons for current deficiencies and 
eliminate them. If letters are received containing opinions on the 
contemporary Soviet cinema then the article "The Man Who Laughs" is 

published in which the critic, based upon readers’ statements, considers the 
reasons for the popularity or failure of recent films. 


Measures Were Taken 


Since the beginning of the year, LITERATURNAYA GAZETA has received in response 
to its criticisms around 200 responses from various government departments 
and party and social organizations. 


But the staff sometimes encounters formalism and an unwillingness on the part 
of some managerial personnel to study the critical remarks of the newspaper. 
And in this case, we return, again and again, to the appropriate department 
until we obtain an answer on the matter. In order that this part of the 
activity of the staff will not escape the attention of the readers, 
LITERATURNAYA GAZETA has recently begun a new column "We are Returning this 


Insufficient Answer!" 


One of the types of effective work with letters is the preparation of 
special bulletins based upon mail. They include suggestions and critical 
remar“s concerning government departments, ministries or organizations. 


Since the beginning of the year, LITERATURNAYA GAZETA has prepared 12 
bulletins on the basis of around 500 readers’ letters. All were sent to the 
appropriate and competent organizations, including the USSR Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, USSR Ministry of Railways, USSR Proruracy, USSR State 
Committee for Television and Radio, USSR Ministry of Health, etc.. 


It is with satisfaction that we also note that the staff of LITERATURNAYA 
GAZETA has already, since the beginning of 1983, received around 8000 
responses from different departments to questions based upon readers’ 
letters. 


At LITERATURNAYA GAZETA's offices there is also a reception room where dozens 
of people come for help every day. Around 1500 people have already visited 
it this year. 


The permanent and continuous linkage of "Reader-Newspaper-Reader" is the 
basic for the entire work of the editorial staff. Our most important author 
is the reader and he is also our principal critic. And therefore, every day, 
we impatiently await additional letters from you in which the pulse of our 
country and of our complex times makes its full power felt. 
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NATIONAL 


CHIVILIKHIN NOVEL" AWAKENS NATIONAL PRIDE’ IN RUSSIAN PAST 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA RCSSIYA in Russian 26 Oct 83 p 4 


[Review by A. Borisov: "Awakening Interest in the Past. Readers 
Conference on V. Chivilikhin's Novel-Essay 'Pamyat''’ [Memory]"] 


[Text] Vladimir Chivilikhin has created his own original conception of 
one of the most tragic and least-studied periods of Russian history. The 
book is in many ways unexpected, even controversial, but it is written 
clearly, convincingly, and with passion. Ard it is not the reader's 
concern to examine the historical foundation of the novel, "without a 
moment's hesitation" to form an opinion about flooding rivers or the 
unparalleled heroism of our people, the insufficiency of grain for horses 
or whether the internal intrigues of the horde aristocracy stopped 

Batyy quite close to wealthy Novgorod--the ancient capital of Rus--and 
forced him to turn back. I believe that the courage of the people of 

Rus was the reason. But history is a precise science all the same, and 
probably professional historians have yet to speak out on this point. 


As a reader, I was much more taken by another aspect of this complicated 
novel, The genre of the essay enabled the author to introduce his 
reflections into the body of the werk, and constantly erect bridges from 
the distant past to the recent, and from the recent past to our own 
time. In this free-wheeling journey through history, the author 
persistently brings in the illustrious but now half-forgotten names of 
our compatriots. And it is this, the fact that he gives them their due 
in his book, that I see as the main virtue of the novel "Pamyat'" 
[Memory]. 


-+oIn one of the letters to the author, this question is asked: "You 
often refer to Tatishchev, Who is he?" Alas, this question could have 
been asked by a majority of people today. But do we also have to be 
"Ivans who don't know their ancestry," like this reader who didn't 

know the name of the first Russian historian? But Chivilikhin writes 

not only about Tatishchev. He exposes us once more to the names of 

V.A. Mozgalevskiy, grandson of a Decembrist, and the legendary "Karasal," 
the friend of the oppressed Tuvinians. The uames of the historian Ye. A. 
Rydzevskiy and Slavicist Pavel Shafarik, the patriot and fanatic of 
archeology Dmitriy Samokvasov; the local historian "Ivan Ivanovich"--one 
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of the amateur, completely non-mercenary "preservers of memory;" travelers 


Miklukho-Maklay and Grumm-Grzhimaylo; poet-historians A. Stepanov and 

A. Navrotskiy. And architect Petr Dmitriyevich Baranovskiy? After all 
it is thanks to this courage and Russian patriotism that we now have the 
opportunity to admire not only "Vasiliy Blazhennyy" or the Vyazemskiy 
Church of Odigitriya, but also dozens of other "monuments of the 
Fatherland:" And the creation of the Society for the Preservation of 
Monuments is largely his personal service. Thus, with the author, we 
will pay our respects to the patriots of the Russian land, the supporters 
of her beauty and memory! 


-»-Good books leave an indelible mark in the heart. Of particular interest 
in this book is the author's view of pre-Mongol Rus as a state of high 
culture, a well-developed economy, and advanced military technology. How 
many books we have all read in which Russia of the middle ages, and 

much later, was portrayed as a downtrodden, illiterate, benighted country! 
But it wasn't so. And V. Chivilikhin debunks this theory, which is 
degrading for every Russian person. No, even an international language 
was not a rarity in those times, and there was almost universal literacy, 
architecture, painting, and famous classical literature--all these were 
the great achievements of our distant ancestors, who must by no means be 
cast out of the scales of History. Even the stoking of ovens with corpses 
[topka pechey po-chernomu], on which point so much sarcastic venom has 
been poured by certain writers, is shown by the author in an objective 

and unprejudiced way. Actually, this was the most simple, effective, and 
readily available method for combatting theepidemic. Not for nothing do 
they say that every brilliant idea is simple. Even in this the age-old 
wisdom of the people was apparant! 


With the meticulousness of a master armorer, Chivilikhin investigates 

all the subtle points of making and using Russian weapons; with the passion 
of a philologist he examines the etymology of the word "Rus"; with 

the conscientiousness of a historian he criticizes the "Normal theory"--the 
notorious episode of "calling on the Varangians." And behind all this is 
the author's passionate faith. No, not in national exclusivity of the 
Russian people, but in its special, progressive place in the history of 
mankind. 


The novel "Pamyat'" [Memory] is publicistic in the best and highest sense 
of the word. Addressing himself to the reader, the author writes: "My 
goal is not to make some sort of scientific discoveries; I want to lead 
the reader to reflect, to awaken in him an interest in the past." It 
would seem that the author has achieved even more than his aim--he has 
awakened not only interest but also national pride for our ancestors, 
about whom, alas, we know so little! 


»«esome 400 years ago, Francis Bacon wrote that memory is history. If 
there is no memory, there is no history. If there is no history, there is 
no people, 
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NATIONAL 


OMSK OBKOM CHIEF DISCUSSES EDUCATION REFORM 


PM180946 [Editorial Report] Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 15 November 1983 First 
Edition carries on page 3 under the rubric "Party Life! Concern for Educa- 
tion" an 2,200-word article by S. Manyakin, first secretary of Omsk CPSU Obkon, 
headed "Growing Up in Labor." Manyakin refers to the proposal made at the 
CPSU Central Committee June (1983) Plenum "to conduct a reform of our schools, 
including the vocational and technical education system," and notes the need 
for “a range of multifaceted teaching, organizational, and economic measures 
to bring the content of secondary education into line with the present-day 
requirements of social practice." 


Manyakin reports the obkom bureau's discussion of the work of the Kalachinsk 

No 4 secondary school, which focuses on a “comprehensive approach to education," 
and notes areas where there is room for improvement, paying particular atten- 
tion to “the exceptionally great role of labor education in the life of the 
child, adolescent, or young person." Manyakin examines the experience of 

the Yeremeyevskiy sovkhoz and secondary school, where half of the students 
remain in the countryside after graduating and "the sovkhoz has no shortage 

of cadres in the mass professions.” He highlights the importance of the 
sovkhoz's experience in giving students the opportunity to gain experience of 
work with livestock. 


Manyakin goes on: "Strengthening the practical ties between schools and voca- 
tional and technical schools and basic enterprises, as well as the organic 
inclusion of productive labor in the educational process, do not only help 

to improve the vocational guidance given to adolescents. This is also a 
tried and tested way of improving all ideological education work with students 
and a most important means of speeding up their attainment of social maturity. 


"All the same, there is no point in concealing the fact that the present organ- 
ization of the labor education and vocational guidance of students is not yet 
up to the increased requirements of social production and scientific and tech- 
nical progress. This is manifested both in difficulties in filling vocational 
and technical schools, and in the fact that many school graduates still go 

and study or work in a different field from that of their labor education, 

or simply spend years idling and looking for ‘easy’ paths. Not everything 
runs smoothly as regards collaboration between the schvol and the family. 

Some parents protect their children from labor, not suspecting that they are 
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thereby inculcating laziness and idleness into them from childhood, which 
leads to the degradation of the individual. There are still some economic 
leaders whose words about helping the schools frequently diverge from their 
actual deeds. And vital importance is attached to the CPSU Central Committee 
June Plenum's instructions on the need for a radical change in this matter and 
a firm line of inculcating in schoolchildren the habit and love of real labcr-- 
productive labor which society needs. These plenum instructions are guidance 
for action by communists and all working people in the oblast. 


"It is also apposite to mention certain urgent issues which require resolu- 
tion on a countrywide scale. 


"It has been pointed out to everyone, many a time, that the present school 
programs are overloaded, particularly with theoretical material, and the role 

of practice is underemphasized. The schools continue to underestimate--not 

in words, but in practice--the importance of socially useful productive labor. 
Leaders of education and pedagogical science should long since have abandoned 
arguments about ‘polytechnical’ or ‘monotechnical' education in favor of action-- 
give the teachers programs which accord with present-day requirements and con- 
tain a sensible volume of knowledge of the fundamentals of science combined 

with practical applications. 


"In this connection I would like to support a number of press articles which 
have raised the issue of the more energetic introduction of leading pedagogi- 
cal experience which has been tried and tested in practice." 


CSO: 1800/164 
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REGIONAL 


BAGIROV LECTURE AT PARTY-ECONOMIC AKTIV SCHOOL 
Baku BAKINSKIY RABOCHIY in Russian 6 Oct 83 p 1 
[AzerINFORM report: "Training the Leadership Cadre" | 


[Text] On 5 October 1983 the school of the party-economic aktiv under 
the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee started its first day of activity at the 
Club imeni F. E. Dzerzhinskiy. 


A lecture on "Ideological Work--& Concern of the Entire Party and Every Com- 
munist"' was presented by K. M. Bagirov, first secretary of the Azerbaijan CP 
Central Committee. 

He declared that the new Scho S year will be geared to the implementation of 
the decisions of the June (1983) CPSU Central Committee Plenum and a deep as- 
similation of the cardinal tenets of Marxist-Leninist doctrine and the 
fundamental problems of theory and politics enunciated at the Plenum. 


A major contribution to the theory and practice of building socialism is the 
program speech delivered at the Plenum by comrade Yu. V. Andropov, General 
Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee. It provides deep insight into the 
domestic and foreign situation and the prospects for our progress, and it 
displays an innovative approach to complex problems of the present. 


Speaking of the exacerbated current international situation, comrade Bagirov 
stressed that scheming of the imperialists, primarily of the United States 
administration, against the Soviet Union and the countries of the socialist com- 
munity and, their aggressive militarist course, was resolutely rebutted in the 
Declaration of comrade Yu. V. Andropov. This highly important document, to 
which the Soviet people and all men of goodwill responded with profound under- 
standing and gratification, calls upon all communists, non-party members, 
citizens of the Soviet state, to rally even more closely round the Leninist 
party and its Central Committee and the Politburo of the Central Committee. In 
the existing situation it is necessary to be more vigilant politically, more 
tenaciously class-minded, and to educate working people in the spirit of class 
hatred of imperialism. But what matters most is that working people should be 
mobilized to strengthen in all ways the Homeland's economic and defense might, 
to fulfill unconditionally plans and socialist pledges. 
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The prospects for the combat of ideas in the present-day world are clear. The 
future belongs to socialism, which is waging a historic offensive. But no 
matter how clear the final outcome may be, the party teaches that it cannot be 
a basis for smugaess and complacence. Hence ensue two interrelated tasks: a 
bold and effective propaganda of truth abent socialism, about the peaceloving 
foreign policy of the CPSU, and a resolute unmasking of imperialisw's lies and 
slanders, of its diversionary propaganda and provocations. 


The materials of the June Plenum of the Central Committee provide an extensive 
description of the role and place of ideological and political indoctrination 
in all activities of the CPSU and vigorously reemphasize its steadily growing 
importance. At every stage of our country's development the party has viewed 
and continues to view the strengthening of ideological work as one of its 
central tasks whose accomplishment is largely decisive to accelerating the 
pace of our progress in every direction of economic, social and cultural 
growth. 


On discussing the requirements for refining the forms and methods of 
ideological work enunciated by the June Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, 
K. M. Bagirov further declared: “In order to bear great ideas to the masses, 
teach others, and organize competently the cause entrusted to him, a communist 
should above all personally study deeply the party's theory and history and, 
guiding himself by the Leninist approach, analyze the facts and phenomena of 
present-day life and correctly assess the events from the party's standpoint. 
Years of experience show that the party training system occupies a central 
place in the propaganda of revolutionary science, in all of the party's 
efforts concerning the restructuring of mass consciousness in the spirit of 
communism, in shaping an active vital commitment of the individual and a 
healthy public opinion. The key to understanding the contemporary tasks of 
party indoctrination is the statement made in the June Plenum that the party 
attaches great importance to inculcating in communists a need and a liking for 
theory along with interest in it. And the task of all elements of party 
indoctrination consists precisely in teaching people to acquire the habits of 
independent study of theory and apply competently their knowledge of theory to 
their practical activities. Instruction should be so organized as to 
influence effectively both production activities and the moral-political 
atmosphere in the collectives as well as the personal behavior and way of life 
of every communist.” 


Comrade Bagirov further stated that our experience shows that properly 
organized political instruction enriches people spiritually, wobilizes them 
politically and enhances their activism and resourcefulness. And the manner 
in which we will know how to harness the spiritual energy of the people and 
enhance its work and social activism will largely affect the implementation of 
the plans of the llth 5-Year Plan, the growth rate of social production and our 
overall progress. 


Special attention should be devoted to the ideological support of the 
nationwide struggle to fulfill the plans and socialist pledges for this key year 
of the S-year plan period and for that period as a whole in all domains of the 
economy--in industry, agriculture, construction, transport. During the 

current peak harvesting season when the fate of the harvest is being decided 

on the fields of the republic, all means of agitation and propaganda should be 
focused on assuring the maximum political and work activism of the kolkhoz and 
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sovkhoz toilers. It is necessary to maximize the harvest of cotton, grapes 

and animal husbandry products and to gather and store without losses the 

entire bumper harvest so as to contribute substantially to implementing the Food 
Progran. 





The June Central Committee Plenum stressed that ideological work is a cause to 
the entire party. It should be attended to, on a day-by-day basis at that, by 
the entire apparat of party committees and their bureaus and first secretar- 
ies, by all primary party organizations. The party attaches great importance 
to the direct participation of leading workers at all levels in ideological 
work. The todern leading worker should combine in himself ideological convic- 
tion with high moral qualities, professional competence, a broad outlook, 4n 
open mind and the ability to approach creatively the tasks assigned to hin. 
And to this end, he must persistently and daily never stop learning. Only 
then can the leading workers also acquire the moral right to control others. 


In conclusion, comrade Bagirov said: “Today we are starting a new academic 
year at the school of party-economic aktiv. Leading workers are about 

to start studying in depth actual problems of improving mature socialisn. 
The curriculum here is based on the conclusions of theory and practice 
contained in the materials of the June CPSU Central Committee Plenum. The 
communist-leader is obligated to provide an example to all party members in 
mastering the revolutionary dectrine.” In this connection, comrade Bagirov 
pointed to the need for organizational improvements in the activities of the 
school of party-economic aktiv under the Azerbaijan CP Central 

Committee. 


The lecture was attended by the comrades O. A. Bagirov, G. A. Gasanov, V. A. 
Guseynov, F. E. Musayev, K. A. Khalilov,R. E. Mekhtiyev, D. M. Muslim-zade and 
L. Kh. Rasulova. 
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REGIONAL 


UZBEK CP CENTRAL COMMITTEE BUREAU DISCUSSES COTTON, CONSUMER SECTOR 
Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOFA in Russian 22 Oct 83 pp l, 2 
[Editorial: "At the Uzbek Communist Party Central Committee Bureau"] 


[Text] At its last meeting the Uzbek Communist Party Central Committee Bureau 
examined raw cotton harvest and procurement. Successful performance of Khorezm 
and Tashkent Oblasts and Kara-Kalpak ASSR's farms was noted. At the same 
time, inadequate harvest organization of Dzhizak, Syr-Darya, and Fergana 
Oblasts' farms was pointed out. Those oblasts do not take a fuli advantage 

of cotton harvesting technology and labor resources. Party obkoms and raykoms, 
People's Councils’ deputies executive committees, agroindustrial associations, 
and farm managers were instructed to increase the speed of raw cotton harvest- 
ing and procurement using all the available cotton harvesting technology and 
taking a full advantage of all the labor resources. The Bureau requested that 
the republic's Ministry of Agriculture and all Goskomsel'khoztekhnika subdivi- 
sions efficiently service the harvesting equipment in the fields, efficiently 
organize aggregate repairs, and avoid work stoppages due to equipment failure. 
The Ministry of Cotton Cleaning Industry was instructed to insure that cotton 
is received regularly regardless of the weather, drying and cleaning shops 
work around the clock, and there is adequate storage available for all the 
procured crop. 


The bureau discussed the issue of a comprehensive program for developing the 
production of public consumption goods and a system of services that needs to 
be worked out for the 12th Five-Year Plan and a longer period as well. The 
bureau also expressed satisfaction with measures taken by ministries, depart- 
ments, associations, and enterprises concerning additional production of pub- 
lic consumption goods and improvement in their quality during the period from 
1983 to 1985. In particular, the production of 1.8 billion rubles worth more 
of consumer goods is expected, as compared with the 5-year plan targets. The 
production of goods used by children, cultural goods, everyday necessities, 
and goods for home use will rise sharply. A total of 15 firm stores wili 
open as well, Party obkoms, oblispollioms, ministries, and departments are 
also instructed to effectively organize and constantly monitor the implemen- 
tation of those measures. 


Objectives concerning successful conduct of fall-winter works needed to in- 
sure the 1984 crops were also examined. A resolution was adopted concerning 
this issue. It contains specific instructions for party committees, executive 
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committees of People's Councils’ deputies, and the republic's ministries and 
departments. Their implementation will allow for laying a strong foundation 
for future crops. 


The bureau also discussed measures concerning further development of housing 
construction cooperatives and individual construction in virgin regions of the 
Uzbek SSR. Since the housing construction and construction of services and 
cultural facilities in those regions is still inadequate, as compared with the 
speed with which those lands are developing, the bureau requested that appro- 
priate party committees, executive committees of People's Councils’ deputies, 
ministries, and departments insure a significant increase in both cooperative 
and individual housing construction in regions where a large-scale land devel- 
opment is taking place. 


The bureau also discussed some other questions concerning a construction of 
party, economic, and cultural facilities. 
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REGIONAL 


UZBEK CP CENTRAL COMMITTEE BUREAU DISCUSSES ECONOMIC ISSUES 
Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 20 Sep 83 p l 
{Editorial: "At the Uzbek,Communist Party Central Committe Bureau"™] 


[Text] Harvesting and procurement of raw cotton were discussed at the bureau's 
last meeting. It was noted that unfavorable weather conditions during the 
first half of September affected the speed of harvesting works, which may lag 
behind when compared with the analogous period of the last year. In some 
oblasts and rayons defoliation lags behind and human resources are poorly 
utilized. 


The bureau instructed party obkoms and raykoms, appropriate ministries, depart- 
ments, and local agricultural bodies to take a decisive action in order to 
intensify harvesting and procurement of raw cotton. In the present situation 
the success will be determined by the equipment. This is why it is necessary 
to speed up the preparation of the work front for the use of machines and in- 
sure a high level of work organization in order to complete the harvesting 
effort and achieve a high quality level in a shortest possible time. 


The bureau discussed matters concerning a continued production development 
based on increased labor productivity and the use of all available resources. 
The bureau instructed all chiefs of ministries, departments, associations, 
enterprises, as well as party, council, and trade union organizations to 
systematicaily implement measures leading to improved production and labor 
organization, introduction of cost effectiveness in brigades, and wages based 
on single order for the end results, as well as a more active use of scienti- 
fic and technological achievements, modern technology, and mechanization and 
automation means. 


Party obkoms, gorkoms, and raykoms were instructed to intensify organizational 
and educational activities in order to mobilize workers, kolkhozniks, and 
specialists and speed up the increase in labor productivity and, consequently, 
in wages as well. More should be demanded from farm managers of all levels 
and their personal responsibility for stronger discipline, more orderly work, 
and better organization, as well as insuring the fulfillment of all plan tar- 
gets should be greater. 
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The bureau discussed the state of works on the creation, implementation, and 
continued development of automated management systems and computer use in the 
national economy. 


The bureau examined the issue of a more effective use of motor transportation 
means in the national economy. 


The bureau discussed measures that should be taken to improve planning, prepara- 
tion, and use of young specialists graduating from the republic's agricultural 
universities. 


Other issues concerning the republic's socioeconomic and cultural development 
were discussed as well. 
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REGIONAL 


KAZAKH CP CENTRAL COMMITTEE REPORTS PUSH FOR QUALITY CONSUMER GOODS 
Alma-Ata KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA in Russian 26 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] Concerning initiatives of the collectives from 
the Aktyubrentgen Production Association, the Alma-Ata 
Furniture Production Association, and the Chimkent 

Voskhod Sewing Factory in reference to the development 
of socialist competition for increased output of high- 


quality goods for popular consumption. 


Carrying out decisions of the 26th party congress and subsequent CPSU Central 
Committee Plenums and in support of the initiative of leading enterprises in 
the country with reference to the development of socialist competition for 
increased output of high quality goods for popular consumption as approved by 
the CPSU Central Committee, coilectives from the Aktyubrentgen Production 
Association, the Alma-Ata Furniture Production Association and the Chimkent 
Voskhod Sewing Factory have taken on increased commitments for 1984-1985. 


Workers, engineering and technical personnel and office workers from the 
Aktyubrentgen Production Association have planned to bring the output of goods 
for the population in 1985 to 10 million rubles, including 4.5 million rubles 
of the highest quality category; they have planned to manufacture 2.9 million 
rubles worth over and above the goods plan for 2 years, to triple toy produc- 
tion labor productivity by installing lithography lines and using industrial 
robots, and to put into operation 1,000 square meters of production area for 
the production of consumer goods. 


The Alma-Ata Furniture Production Association, making extensive use of the 
collective forms of labor organization and stimulation and installing new 
technological equipment, pledged to bring furniture production with an "N" 
index to 70 percent, and that of the highest quality category to 65 percent of 
the total volume by the end of the five-year plan; they also pledged to regu- 
late production in full agreement with contracts. 


Workers at the Chimkent Voskhod Sewing Factory planned to annually bring up to 
date three-fourths of men's suit models and to achieve production output with 
the State Seal of Quality of up to 37 percent of total volume by the end of 
the five-year plan, to put one million rubles worth of sewing articles into 
the commodities network for 2 years, and by the end of the five-year plan to 
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raise labor productivity by 11.5 percent and increase the output of goods for 
popular consumption by 14 percent. 


The production collectives decided to carry out these increased sociaiist 
commitments for increasing the output of high quality goods for popular con- 
sumption through maximum use of internal resources, better labor organization, 
extensive installation of scientific and technical achievements and progres- 
sive experience in production, strict observance of technological and work 
discipline, a steady increase in personnel qualifications, and effective con- 
trol of the fulfillment of tasks by each worker, brigade, shop and enterprise. 


The Kazakhstan Communist Party Central Committee approved the initiative of the 
collectives from the Aktyubrentgen Production Association, the Alma-Ata 
Furniture Production Association and the Chimkent Voskhod Sewing Factory on 
the development of socialist competition to improve the output of high quality 
goods for popular consumption in 1984-1985. 


The party obkoms, gorkoms and raykoms, the primary purty organizations, the 
local soviets of people's deputies ispolkoms, the Kazakh Trade Union Council, 
the Kazakhstan Komsomol [LKSM] Central Committee and the ministries and de- 
partments of the republic must develop organizational and mass political work 
for disseminating the patriotic initiative of the leading enterprises of the 
republic so that the call for producing highest quality goods for the people 
might be taken up in enterprises that are directly market-oriented, as well as 
in plants of other industries. 


The efforts of the collectives should be directed toward the furth . improve- 
ment in the variety and quality of goods, an increase in their production, 
and the development and assimilation of articles with high consumer qualities. 
The task of instilling workers with the sentiments of high responsibility and 
professional pride in the honor of the plant or factory's trademark must be 
put into action. 


The editorial boards of republic and oblast newspapers and the Kazakh SSR 
State Committee on Television and Radio must systematically give coverage to 
successes achieved by labor collectives in the socialist competition for 
improving the output of high quality goods for popular consumption, and they 
must propagandize the experience of the leading manufacturers more extensively. 


12262 
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REGIONAL 


BELORUSSIAN GOSPLAN OFFICIAL ON LABOR DISCIPLINE, BETTER MANAGEMENT 
Minsk SOVETSKAYA BELORUSSIYA in Russian 21 Sep 83 p 2 
[Article by A. Sekerzhitskiy: "With Initiative, Responsibly "] 


[Text] At the June (1983) Plenum of the Central Committee it was emphasized 
that socialist competition, a movement for a communist attitude in labor, the 
efforts of each collective must be directed towards the struggle for increasing 
the effectiveness of production, the quality of the output. It is necessary to 
actively form a new type of contemporary economic thinking, an integral part of 
which is genuine responsibility, efficiency, a zealous attitude towards the 
national good. 


It is known that in expenditures for producing manufactures, the greatest 
specific weight (78.6 percent) is taken up by expenditures for raw materials, 
materials, fuel, energy. The main paths for economizing are introduction of 
resource conservation technology, non-waste producing and small amounts of 
waste-producing technology, improvement of planning, accounting and economic 
stimulation. Significant successes are being achieved in these areas in those 
places where the entire collective takes to the task. As, for example, the 
workers of the Brest order of the Labor Red Banner of the Hosiery Combine 
imeni 50th Anniversary of the USSR. All technological wastes which can be used 
again are efficiently reprocessed directly at the enterprise. With this goal 
in mind, a shop for consumer goods was created. Much attention is given here 
to raising the creative activity of the workers. Thus z30 engineering-techni- 
cal workers and 1450 workers of the combine are working according to personal 
creative plans. This positively affects the economy of the movement for a 
communist attitude towards labor, in which the collectives of 10 shops, 13 
shifts and 89 brigades are participating. At the enterprise 30 schools of 
economic learning are operating. 


The Bobruysk Tanning Combine imeni 60th Anniversary of Great October is achieving 
good results in the rational use of raw materials, in lowering the wastes of 
production. People from Bobruysk took this path. At first they formed crea- 
tive brigades, into them entered workers, engineers, builders, technical 

workers, economists. Before each they placed a clear task. At the enterprise 
they announced competitions for the hest proposals for economizing on raw 
materials and materials, the rational use of wastes. Concurrently, they are 
persistently carrying on educational work. A person should feel himself to be 
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the master of production. The proposals did not start coming in immediately, 
of course. They are striving to accomplish them quickly, in everyone's eyes. 
Because this convinces people more than any words. 


The discussion evokes great interest if we cite examples from collectives 

where the listeners work. Examples could be positive as well as negative. 

Here the important thing is to reveal, show what helps people make the best 

use of each national kopeck. And, vice versa, why others squander it. At 

the same time, to evoke the desire to emulate the leading workers. Speaking 

in a different way, it is essential to teach the listeners the skill of equal- 
izing the ultimate results of the expenditures. To expose and utilize internal 
reserves of production, to facilitate the unrolling of an all-national movement 
for economizing and preserving, to be active participants in it. 


Increasing the efficiency of production is a comprehensive task, therefore 
resolving it must also be done comprehensively. There may be instances when 
economizirg of material resources is achieved, but along with this they are 
not concerned with quality, with raising the output of production, with the 
growth of the productivity of labor. 


It is known that many losses are incurred by the national economy due to time 
wasting, truancy, absence from work with approval of the administration, passi- 
vity, not knowing how to conduct matters. Of course, we must give a principled 
political, economic and moral evaluation of such occurrences. It is no less 
important to find, at the same time, ways of removing all those things which 
get in the way of working effectively and qualitatively. Let us take, for 
example, the brigade form of organization and stimulating labor. It has given 
a good accounting of itself, however at other enterprises they still use it 
timidly. 


The correctly imposed economic training helps to actively form a new type of 
economic thinking. Great importance is attached to this in the production 
asscciation Minsk Tractor Factory imeni V.I. Lenin. The basic document 
setting down the forms and methods of this work is the comprehensive plan of 
economic education and training of the cadres of the enterprise for 1981-1985. 
An example of the high fruitfulness of the education would be the school of 
practical economics, where the propagandist is the chief of the shop of exact 
steel smelting A.A. Kashkin. In the school there are occupied 19 engineering- 
technical workers, many of whom are active rationalizers and innovators of 
production. Thus, the engineer-technologist V.D. Bocharnikov over the last 
three yeais developed 24 proposals, directed at economizing materials and 
lowering the losses from spoilage. The innovation of the master of service, 
the mechanic V.I. Revzin made it possible to save 960 kilograms of fire-bricks. 


An interested attitude toward raising the creative and social activity of the 
listeners brings its own fruits. The enterprise works consistently, dynamic- 
ally. The tractor factory workers have come out as the victors in the All- 
Union socialist competitions 57 quarters in a row, for the tenth time they 

have been awarded the Challenge Red Banner of the CPSU Central Committee, the 
Council of Ministers of the USSR, the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions, 
and the Komsomol Central Committee, with a notation on the Board of Honor at 

the All-Union Exhibition of the National Economy of the USSR. 
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Every Soviet worker should develop within himself the feeling of responsibility 
for the assigned task, a feeling of being the master of production. He cannot 
remain indifferent to how the affairs in the brigade, shop and enterprise are 
going. A new type of economic thinking is not an abstract category. The neces- 
sity for it is dictated by life itself, by the level of development of produc- 
tion forces and production attitudes, by the difficulty of resolving tasks. 
Today there are great demands on the workers for initiative, responsibility and 
creativity from those who know how to exhibit socialist enterprise, to secure 
the greatest national-economic results with the least expenditures. Let us 
take, as an example, the weaver of the Minsk worsted combine, Nina Vasil’ evna 
Chernysh. She moved to the higher zone of servicing equipment, to a large 
degree as a result of using leading methods and tools of labor. During the 

time of her work at the enterprise, she taught the profession of weaving to 

more than 20 girls. She often appears before young people, shares her life 
experience, knowledge. 


At any enterprise of the republic there are people--be they regular workers 

or leaders--who have fully realized that working in the old way is impossible 
today. Their civic position, their social activity should in the first 
instance interest the political informants. Speaking differently, the discus- 
sion must be conducted in such a way that the attitude towards work, personal 
receptions, methods of work of the innovators are adopted by many. Here, one 
can act on the principle "It is best to see it once, than to hear it ten times.’ 
In other words, agitation for the new, progressive should be to the maximum 
extent demonstrative, convincing, optimally specific, understood. 


Facts of the opposite order, as was said earlier, should not be hushed up, 
avoided. Unfortunately, we still have not a few of them. In the discussion 

it is possible to use, for example, such numbers. During April of this year 
1843 workers of the local industry did not fulfill the output norms. In the 
timber and wood processing industry there were 1635, light industry--1334, 

food industry--95 persons. The reasons here are many-fold. In evidence were 
poor organization of work, inability by the leaders to establish rhythmic, 
systematic work, disruptions in material-technical provisioning, low labor 
discipline. Behind all this stand specific people and they should fully answer 
to the collective for these blunders in work. 


At the enterprises of the republic there is unfolding socialist competition 
for a proper greeting of the 40th anniversary of the liberation of Belorussia 
from fascist invaders. The duty of political information workers consists of 
directing this patriotic movement towards a general utilization of internal 
reserves, at the same time assuring quality work at all points of production, 
management. 
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REGIONAL 


NEW EDITION OF HISTORY OF KIRGHIZ SSR’ REDEFINES ORIGINS OF KIRGHIZ PEOPLE 
Frunze SOVETSKAYA KIRGIZIYA in Russian 20 Oct 83 pp 2-3 


[Excerpt] Soviet society has entered a new phase of its development--mature 
socialism, secured by the USSR Constitution adopted in 1977; a new Constitution 
was also adopted for the Kirghiz SSR. The fundamental and historiographical 
basis of historical science itself has been expanded. The sum total of all 
these factors has brought about the scientific and public demand for a new 
edition of “History of Kirghiz SSR" ["Istoriya Kirgizskoy SSR"]. 


Based on this, the Kirghiz Communist Party Central Committee has adopted a 
special resolution on the preparation of a new, five-volume edition of "History 
of Kirghiz SSR." Specialists from scientific institutions in Moscow, Leningrad 
and Novosibirsk are participating in the preparation of the five volumes, along 
with leading republic scientists and social scientists. The new edition is 
based on a strong foundation of vast and diverse factual material that has been 
newly acquired and creatively interpreted in the works of Soviet scientists; 

it is based on the msot recent developments and achievements of the entire 
body of Soviet historical science and on the conclusions of specialists in the 
social sciences. Fundamental and historiographic reviews are presented first. 
In them studies of Kirghiz history are summarized, the development of views on 
historieal phenomena is analyzed, antiscientific concepts of bourgeois historians 
are laid bare, and the history of the Kirghiz SSR in the era of developed 
socialism is studied. 


The first volume is devoted to a history of Kirghiz SSR from ancient times to 
the middle of the 19th Century. It treats problems of human settlement of the 
Kirghiz territory, complications and development of a class society here, the 
formation of a Kirghiz nation, and the establishment and development of rela- 
tions with Russia. The second volume describes the process of how Kirghizia 
voluntarily became a part of Russia and its progressive historical consequence 
that have determined the long-range fate of the Kirghiz nation; it describes 
the joining of the working masses of Kirghizstan with the struggle of the Russian 
proletariat for social and national emancipation (middle of the 19th Century 
to 1917). The third volume (1917-1937) encompasses the period of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution and of the struggle for the victory of Soviet 
rule and the building of socialism in Kirghizia. It describes the history of 
the first socialist reorganizations, the waging of cultural revolution, and 
the formation of a Kirghiz socialist nation. The fourth volume deals with 
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the history of Kirghizia during the period of the Great Patriotic War and with 
the further consolidation and development of socialism (1938-1965). The fifth 
and final volume is devoted to the history of Kirghizstan during the period of 
developed socialism (from 1966 to the present time). 


At present, the first volume of “History of Kirghiz SSR" has been prepared, 
approved by the main editorial council and put into production. There is a 
good deal of new material here in comparison with the foregoing edition. To 
begin with, the authors have not relied on materials fundamentally from ad- 
joining territories, but on specific data attained as a result of archeological 
work in the Kirghiz territory itself. Thus, considering the geographic posi- 
tion of Kirghizstan as a specific Central Asian zone of nomadic cattle-raising 
and agricultural oases, the close ties in the development of these two cultural 
types along with their active interdependence are explored. The repulsion of 
the khanate and [tarskoy] invasions into the territory that is modern 
Kirghizstan and its downfall as a result of the mutual efforts of the Middle 
Asian peoples are related in detail, from the Marxist-Leninist point of view. 
A significant place has been allotted to the development of culture in the 
Middle Ages. The most important achievement of this time was the creation of 
the ancient Turkic (runic) writing, and also a written language based on 
Sogdian, Syrian and Arabic alphabets. Such significant Turkic literary monu- 
ments as the didactic poem of Yusuf Balasaguna, "Kutadgy bilig};' and Makhmud 
Kashgar's dictionary of Turkic dialects, "Divan lugat at-tyurk,;’ appeared; 
their authors lived and worked in the Kirghiz territory. Both of these works 
are a worthy contribution from our early forefathers to the treasure-house of 
world culture. 


One of the most important questions in the history of any nation, with impor- 
tant methodological meaning, is the study of its ethnogeny. In the first 
volume a great deal of attention is allocated to a description of ethnic pro- 
cesses and to the ethnogeny and formation of the Kirghiz nation. 


In contrast to the foregoing edition, the ethnogeny of the Kirghiz people is 
covered here for the first time in a compact manner, in a separate chapter. 

The group of authors have started with the essential unacceptability of attempts 
that have been artificially introduced into historical science to depict the 
Yenisey Kirghizi as the basic component in the formation of the Kirghiz nation- 
ality in the Tien Shan. As the newest works of Soviet scientists have proven, 
the ethnic processes are a good deal more complicated and richer. The present 
state of scientific research in this area has been sufficiently covered, by 

the authors of the appropriate chapter. It comes down to the following basic 
conclusions: 


The Yenisey Kirghizi are not the direct ancestors of the Kirghiz people. Their 
ethnic base is founded in the Khakass nation. 


The process of the formation of the Kirghiz nation took place in the territory 
now occupied by the Kirghiz nation and was completed in the 16th Century. 


Local Turkic-speaking tribes whose composition was affected by the foreign 
Central Asian component formed the basis of the Kirghiz nation. 
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In the Tien Shan and in the Semirech the prerequisites for the formation of a 
Single Turkic language nation with a multitribal basis were laid down as early 
as the 10th to 12th centuries. This process was not completed right away 
however; Genghis Khan's invasion cut off the still-weak internal ties between 
the intertribal associations, destroying some of them and enslaving others, 
casting them back into the previous century. It was only after several cen- 
turies, after passing through the devastation, the decline of culture, bloody 
intertribal wars and devastating invasions by new conquerors that the Turkic 
speaking tribes of the Altay, the Prityanshan', the Semirech and the Kazakh 
steppes and the central Asian Mezhdurech gradually consolidated into three 
major associations--Kazakh, Uzbek, and Kirghiz. The ethonym "Kirghiz," which 
in the first thousand years of our era stood for a comparatively limited ethnic 
group in Southern Siberia that had created a government of Yenisey Kirghiz 
there, later acquired a broader ethnopolitical significance. It was kept for 
severa! more centuries for a group of tribes of the upper and middle Yenisey, 
and meanwhile gained strength as a general ethnic name and political designation 
for the mountain-forest and mountain-steppe tribes of the Altay and Priirtysh', 
which were related by language, culture and way of life. The transporting of 
this ethnic name to the Tien Shan was the result of the migration there of the 
Altayskoirtysh tribes, not strictly of the Yenisey Kirghiz making up the basis 
of the Khakass nation. 


The Kirghiz nation in the era of feudalism came about as a result of the amai- 
gamation of the ancient Turkic speaking population of Northern Tien Shan area 
with tribes that had migrated here in the 15th-l6th centuries. The development 
here of a new ethnopolitical structure the “Ong Khanate" (right wing) and the 
"Sol Khanate" (left wing) indicates even at this point the transformation of 

the ethnic history of the Kirghiz related tribal associations into a new phase-- 
that of the founding of the Kirghiz nation. 


This solution to the complicated problem of the formation of the Kirghiz nation 
fully corresponds to the overall recommendations of the special session on the 
ethnogeny of the Kirghiz people (1956) and is in agreement with the entire body 
of Soviet historical science. The group of authors of the first volume of 
“History of the Kirghiz SSR" has managed to pinpoint the ethnic composition of 
local tribes as well as the migratory component that moved into the Tien Shan 
from the Altay territory. 


In the second half of the 17th and the beginning of the 18th centuries, the 
Kirghiz and the Kazakh people had to repeatedly repel attacks by Dzungarian 
(Oyratsk and Kalmyk) knights, who brought pillage and destruction, threatening 
the very existence of the Kirghiz nation. In the second half of the 18th 
Century the Manchurian-Chinese rulers of the Tsin Empire attempted to seize the 
territory of the Tien Shan but these attempts were successfully repulsed. 


Meanwhile, during these unsettled times the Kirghiz people were not able to 
maintain their political independence. The Kokand Khanate, which had gathered 
strength at the end of the 18th Century, beginning of the 19th Century, tem- 
porarily took over the territories settled by the Kirghiz population. The 
oppressive feudal yoke and the coercion of the Kokand Khans were the cause of 
continuous nationalistic freedom revolutions by the Kirghiz people, which were 
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cruelly suppressed. Under these conditions, the Kirghiz people, including the 
most far-sighted representatives of the ruling circle began as early as the 
end of the 18th and beginning of the 19th centuries to seek deliverance from 
the situation that they were in by drawing closer to their stronger and more 
well-developed neighbor--the Russian government. In the middle of the 19th 
Century, the Kirghiz nation finalized one of the most important and salutary 
historical acts--they voluntarily became a part of Russia. 


As a result of this progressive act, the Kirghiz nation broke through their 
isolation from the outside world, surmounted the barrier of tribal differences 
and shared with the Russian people their glorious historical fate. In the 
opening address of the CPSU Central Committee Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet and the USSR Council of Ministers on the occasion of the 100 year 
jubilee of Kirghizia's voluntary union with Russia, it was emphasized that 

"the annexation of Kirghizia by Russia marked the beginning of the unification 
of the Kirghiz nation and had a great deal of important progressive significance 
for its further social and cultural development. The Kirghiz nation, pining 
away under the despotic power of the local fuedal lord hierarchy and the Kokand 
Khanate, and constantly subjected to the threat of enslavement by other coun- 
tries, found a blood brother and a reliable defender in the great Russian 
nation.” 


In the new edition of "History of the Kirghiz SSR" it will be shown how the 
working masses of central Asia, including the Kirghiz, are given access not 
only to the most advanced Russian culture, but also the revolutionary struggle 
of the Russian proletariat, actively joining the struggle against all types of 
social and national oppression, in spite of the will and aspirations of tsarism 
and the local feudal ruling circles. 


The Great October Socialist Revolution was the deciding political factor 
guaranteeing the development of the Kirghiz nation according to socialism. 

The historical experience of the conversion of the Kirghiz people to socialism, 
bypassing capitalism as well as the experience of other peoples of the Soviet 
East in carrying out industrialization, collectivization and the cultural revo- 
lution has universal historical significance. The establishment and development 
of the Kirghiz nation's national government played the most important role in 
the socialist structure. In the process of radical socioeconomic, political 

and cultural changes, the Kirghiz nation was consolidated into a socialist 
nation. 


It will be shown in the fifth and final volume that the building of a developed 
socialist society in the Soviet Union was the major result of the most profound 
socioeconomic changes accomplished by the Soviet people under the CPSU leader- 
ship. Developed socialism is the natural step in establishing a communist 
structure, when the reconstruction of the entire totality of social relations 

is accomplished based on collectivist principles that are inherent in socialism. 


The fourth new volume of the multi-volume “History of Kirghiz SSR" summarizes 
the rich historical experience of the Kirghiz people, and of all workers of the 
republic who in brotherhood with the Soviet peoples were able to follow a 

path equal to centuries in a short historical period, and who reached ° 
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the pinnacle of modern economic, political and cultural growth. The publication 
of this basic five-volume work will provide goals for further improvement of 
communist worker education as well as a solution to problems posed by the June 
(1983) CPSU Central Committee Plenum. 
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REGIONAL 


DIFFICULTIES IN OVERCOMING ‘FEUDAL’ ATTITUDES TOWARD WOMEN DECRI:zD 
Ashkhabad TURKMENSKAYA ISKRA in Russian 14 Sep 83 p 2 


[Article by P. Kushpilenko, procurator-criminalist of the Turkmen SSR 
Procuracy, counselor of justice, in the column "Man and the Law": "Be on the 
Offensive Against Vestiges"] 


[Text] The formation of the new man, who is distinguished by an active civic 
position, a vital concern about all state and public affairs and who has ini- 
tiative and a creative approach toward work, remains one of the most important 
goals of the party's ideological work. This work is not easy. To be success- 
ful, it is necessary, among other things, not to tolerate any kind of viola- 
tion against the norms of socialist morals, vestiges of the past, or anything 
that interferes with our life and work and is foreign to our society. 


The vestiges of the past are tenacious. It would seem that there are no 
grounds for them in our day. We live in a modern, highly developed society, 
among educated, cultured people. However, there are cases in which a person 
falls into superstition, prejudice, and harmful habits which are incompatible 
with our morals and sometimes in conflict with Soviet laws. 


One such harmful vestige of the past which is typical for our republic is an 
illegal attitude toward women, infringing on their rights, taking bride money, 
and other customs which violate the rights of women. 


Undoubtedly, social measures must serve as the main weapon in the struggle 
against these vestiges. Two examples would be the active participation of 
women in economic, social and political life and explaining the rights and 
obligations granted to each citizen by the Soviet Constitution. However, in 
some cases, it is necessary to take harsher measures, to use the penal laws 
and punishments. 


Soviet laws have measures which hold citizens accountable for violating a 
woman's rights and degrading her dignity. These include offenses such as 
giving and taking of bride money, kidnapping of a woman for the purpose of 
marrying her against her will, polygamy, attempts to curb her personal free- 
dom and others, that is, all actions which violate the rights that a woman 
has been given by the USSR Constitution. 
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The procuracy and other law enforcement agencies of the republic, in close 
cooperation with Soviet and public organizations, are working hard in the 
struggle against the offenses perpetrated because of harmful vestiges of the 
past. This work has helped reduce the number of such offenses in the repub- 
lic as a whole. But they have not been overcome completely. 


For example, last autumn, the residents of Kizyl-Arvat, A. Bayramniyazova and 
B. Bayramniyazov, mother and son, appeared in court. They were charged with 
humiliating a young woman, the wife of B. Bayramniyazov. 


The people's court, placing the blame completely on A. and B. Bayramniyazov, 
sentenced them to various terms of deprivation of freedom. 


- Such offenses often became possible because public organizations and work 
collectives did not intervene soon enough in domestic conflicts arising from 
the vestiges of the past, did not give the women who found themselves in the 
grip of family arbitrariness help with advice and deed, and did not show con- 
cern for them. 


This happened to A. Bakiyeva in the Kolkhoz imeni Sverdlov, in Serakhon- 
skiy Rayon. She came many times with her troubles to the kolkhoz chairman of 
the board and the chairman of the rural soviet executive committee and com- 
plained about her husband's illegal actions. But they remained deaf to her 
entreaties. 


Of course, her husband, Karryyev, received deserved punishment. But this case 
deserves attention, because, in this kolkhoz, the administrators’ surprising 
indifference to the fate of treir fellow rural resident is not an isolated 
case. It shows the low level of political-educational work and the work of 
explaining rights in the kolkhoz. 


This reproach can apply equally to the administrators and public organiza- 
tions in Karakumskiy, Sakar-Chaginskiy, and Karovskiy Rayons, where 
offenses based on vestiges of the past occur. And the law enforcement agencies 
here, as in other rayons, must give this the most serious attention, to inten- 
sify preventive and explanatory work, to diversify its forms, to clarify it 
and make it more effective. Then, perhaps, Kh. Ashirov, a resident of the 
Lebap Settlement in Dargan-Atinskiy Rayon, would not have appeared in 
court. He forbade his wife to be involved in public work, to take any kind 

of assignments. For a long time, these intrigues remained unpunished. But, 
in the end, the Dargan-Atinskiy Rayon People's Court brought Ashirov to jus- 
tice. 


To obtain bride money is criminally punishable. We are conducting a serious 
struggle against these harmful occurrences. For example, Mered Durdyev, who 
worked at the Sovet Turkmenistany Kolkhoz in Oktyabrskiy Rayon in 

Tashauz Oblast, received a sum of 10,000 rubles in bride money for his 
daughter. This fact was investigated by the procuracy organs, and the matter 
was turned over to the Oktyabrskiy Rayon People's Court, which pronounced a 
fair judgment: M. Durdyev was sentenced to 4 years of deprivation of free- 
dom, and his bride money was confiscated. 
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Why are the vestiges of the past so tenacious? First of all, because the 
community has not considered them of prime importance and has not conducted a 
constant, purposeful struggle against them. This work has not been placed on 
the necessary level in general education schools, vocational and technical 
schools, secondary specialized educational institutions, and VUZes. Serious 
gaps are still encountered here in educational work with young people. And, 
after all, teaching the rising generation not to tolerate vestiges of the 
past is the schools’ first responsibility. 


The necessity of conducting propaganda for scientific-materialistic views more 
intensively, giving more attention to the people's atheistic education, and 
persistently introducing new Soviet rites was discussed at the June (1983) 
Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. The intensification of this work will 
guarantee success in the struggle against harmful vestiges of the past and, 

at the same time, also against the offenses which arise from then. 
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REGIONAL 


USSR PEOPLES CONTROL COMMITTEE ON AZERBAIJAN, TAJIK MAIL PROBLEMS 


Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 13 Oct 83 p 3 
“Net (ereehony 

[Unsigned article: "Not Reaching the Addressee: At the USSR Peoples 

Control Committee"] 


[Text] When mailing a parcel, printed matter, or a letter we expect it to 
reach the addressee promptly and in intact condition. Unfortunately, this does 
not always happen. 


The USSR Peoples Control Committee has, in cooperation with the local 
people's control committees, investigated the performance of the Azerbaijan 
and Tajik SSR ministries of communications as regards preserving the intact- 
ness of mail and uncovered serious shortcomings. 


In Azerbaijan, for example, the amount of mail lost or pilfered has increased 
by a factor of more than 17 in the previous 2 years. And during the first half 
of this year 349 parcels and consignments of printed matter were lost. 


Yet the officials responsible for this disgraceful affair have in all ways 
concealed the actual situation. Thus, the heads of the Baku Railroad Station 
Post Office (PZhDP) kept secret 32 instances of mail loss, and the heads of 
the Shamkhorskiy Communications Unit, 4 instances. The first-named office is 
responsible for 90 percent of lost mail. This is not accidental. There is no 
order in the operations of the Baku PZhDP. Thousands of items of mail from 
that post office are delivered to wrong addresses. 


The inspection service at that post office does not promptly investigate 
instances of mail loss and identify the persons responsible tor loss and 
pilferage. Reports on this matter have been cowing for months to the 
investigative organs. In such a situation it is not surprising that the 
pilferers are difficult to find. Hence it is the enterprise rather than the 
pilferers that has to compensate for the losses. 


The investigation also revealed that the PZhDP crudely violates the procedure 
for identifying the materially responsible individuals. The chiefs and 
assistant chiefs of mail-carrying railroad cars include, for example, nine 
persons with a record of convictions for theft, forgery and other crimes. 
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Many similar shortcomings also exist at the communications enterprises of the 
Tajik SSR. There, the volume of lost and pilfered mail has quadrupled in the 
last 2 years. This year the situation has grown markedly worse. 


The situation at the Dushanbe PZhDP is deplorable: there, 13/7 items of mail 
were lost in the last half-year, with the loss of 59 being concealed. 


One day during the investigation the procedure for dispatching mail to 
Ashkhabad was analyzed. The shipment record listed 96 parcels but only 71 
could be counted. As it turned out, the remaining 25 parcels mistakenly 
“traveled” in the opposite direction, to Andizhan. This is how chaos begins. 


In 1982 the internal affairs organs identified at the Dushanbe PZhDP two 
groups of employees engaging in pilferage of wail shipments. The criminals 
were convicted. But, as the recent investigation showed, the conditions 
conducive to loss and pilferage have not been eliminated and mail continues to 
be lost. 


The USSR Peoples Control Committee proposed to the USSR Ministry or Con- 
munications that it take measures to eliminate the uncovered shortcomings and 
make the culprits strictly accountable. 
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REGIONAL 


PROBLEMS OF IMPLEMENTING RAPO IN AZERBAIJAN 


Baku BAKINSKIY RABOCHIY in Russian 13 Aug 83 p 2 

4eaa 
[Article by R. Dzhamilov, head of the Department of Agriculture and the 
Food Industry of the Azerbaijan CP Central Committee: "Agro-industrial 
Associations--Tasks and Prospects") 


[Text] The agricultural workers of Azerbaijan have completed their first goal 
with honor--to be among the first in the country to complete state grain 
procurement. Over 336,000 tons of grain were poured into state granaries. 

The masters of the grain fields are continuing to unload above-plan production, 
striving to increase their contribution toward the country's grain resources. 
Vegetable harvesting has reached its peak. In many enterprises and rayons 
mowers are again at work--grasses are being ‘mow for the third time and a 
dependable feed base is being created for the public herd. 


Cotton farmers can count the days until harvesting begins for them--the fields 
of “white gold," cultivated by means of difficult labor, are maturing. Almost 
at the same time vineyards will have to be harvested. The prospects for the 
cotton and grape harvests are good. 


After all, last fall and the first half of the year in general promised no 
good. Downpours and storm streams in the fall were replaced by a severe 
drought during the winter months. Farmers awaited spring rains, but the hot 
weather cane too early. As soon as sowing was completed, rain and hail began 
to fall. Tens of thousands of hectares of cotton perished and there were 
serious losses to vineyards, vegetable plantations and the grain fields. 

The bad weather severely tested the perseverance, bravery and will of 
agricultural workers. 


In a very short time cotton was resown on a large area and extensive work was 
conducted in vineyards, orchards and vegetable gardens. A number of rayons 
replowed the land and sowed spring crops. 


The extensive intensity of all material and spiritual resources and the mass 
creativity and selflessness of the working people w@re embodieé in specific 

actions. The decisions of the May, November (1982) and June (1983) plenums 

of the CPSU Central Committee and their work programs were translated by the 
republic's party organization into specific and practical actions. The 
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insistance on adhering to business, 2s required ty the party, permeates 
all of the multi-level activities of party organizations, the labor 
collectives of kolkhozes and sovkhozes and the entire agro-industrial 
complex of Azerbaijan. 


The new organs of planning and administration--rayon and oblast agro- 
industrial associations--have also said their piece. 


Ive fulfilling the decisions of the May and November (1982) plenums of the 
UCPSU Central Committee and the directives of the General Secretary of the 

CPS!) Central Committee, Comrade Yu. V. Andropov, party and soviet organs and 
republic ministries and departments have done a considerable amount of work to 
improve the administration of the agro-industrial complex. As we know, agro- 
industrial associations have been created and are operating in the Nakhichevan 
ASSR, the NKAO [Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast] and in all rayons. The 
administrative machinery has been set up for the most part. In sessions of 
rayon soviets of people's deputies the composition of RAPO [Rayon agricultural- 
industrial association] soviets was confirmed; in meetings of rayon executive 
committees--the structure and size of the administrative machinery. Resolu- 
tions concerning rayon agro-industrial enterprises have been developed and 
confirmed everywhere. 


In thz course of forming agro-industrial associations a number of 

superfluous and repetetive subdivisions were abolished, including 21 
production-territorial associations in rayons. Specialists who were relieved 
of their jobs as a result of the reorganization moved into jobs in kolkhozes, 
sovkhozes and other enterprises and organizations of the agro-industrial 
complex. Today this work is producing visible results. Let us examine the 
experience--perhaps the first, but important--of some RAPO's. 


From their first steps they began participating in the struggle to imple- 
ment the Food Program in a business-like manner, without hesitation. The 
soviet of the Lenkoranskiy RAPO, for example, focused the strength of 
enterprises and--and this is very important--of the partners of the village 
or. producing a large harvest of vegetables and on delivering them on 

schedule to Moscow, other industrial centers in the country and republic 
markets, In the course of this work the soviet raised a number of basic 
questions such as packaging procurement, achieving the loading of railroad 
cars on schedule and fulfilling contractual agreements. This had a positive 
effect on the entire course of vegetable.procurement. An interesting 
initiative was presented by the Shekinskiy RAPO, which directed extensive 
material resources at improving the economies of low-profit enterprises and 
at intensively developing livestock raising and feed production. Quite 
possibly this is the subject of a separate article, but two figures should be 
mentioned here. In Shekinskiy Rayon the average delivery weight of cattle 
already comprised 450 kilograms and last year, 338 quintals of feed units were 
procured per standard head of cattle. This year it is planned to bring the 
figure up to 40 quintals. A creative approach to their work makes the 
Agdamskiy RAPO unique. Its specialists not only solve current problems 
efficiently but also deal with perspective problems. In particular, they are 
dealing with problems in the area of increasing the return on feed lands and 
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of producing feeds that are balanced better with regard to protein and 
vitamins. No less important a problem is that of dealing with the social 
problems of the village. 


In other words, the new organs of planning and administration of the agro- 
industrial complex have passed their first test, which consisted of preparing 
for and competing sowing operations, completing the overwintering of cattle 
and the harvesting of grain and vegetables. But the first test does not mean 
the only test. Life continues to poss more responsible and complex problems 
and they must be dealt with. 


The agro-industrial associations of Nakhichevan Autonomous Republic, 
Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast and RAPO have been given the great 
responsibility of implementing the recently passed resolution of the CPSY 
Central Committee, "On Improving Economic Relations Between Agriculture and 
Other Branches of the National Economy." Of course ministries and depart- 
ments will play a large role in fulfilling the goals presented in the 

program document. However, it is essential to emphasize that in the final 
analysis all of them will depend on the RAPO. Today as always, success will 
be determined by cadres, RAPO cadres. It is they who will find it necessary 
to improve the quality of all economic work in kolkhozes and sovkhozes and to 
organize the mutual activities of all links in the agro-industrial compiex. 
These questions are not among the simple ones, apparently. Moreover, some 
rayons have tolerated serious shortcomings and inadequacies in the organiza- 
tion of agro-industrial associations and in filling the ranks of their organs 
and soviets. 


We must say directly that among the many factors determining success one of 
the most important is the multi-faceted consideration of local conditions. 

It is one thing to manage a mountainous area and quite another to manage 
lowlands, irrigated lands or dry farming land, and so forth. Unfortunately, 
in some rayons the structure of agro-industrial easociations does not 
sufficiently consider the specifics of local conditions. This decreases 
their effectiveness. The structure of the administrative unit of the 
Divichinskly “and Imishlinskly “associations, for example, does not include a 
subdivision responsible for organizing interbranch communications. Why? 

In the Shemakhinskly, . Kusarskiy, “and Fizulinskty ’ RAPO there are no 
departments to deal with the procurement, sale and processing of agricultural 
products. Here it would be approprésee to ask: How is it best to take stock 
of the final results? In the Zangelanskiy”; Yardymlinskiy;, Kutkashenskiy, ~ 
Kedabekskly and a number of other agro-industrial associations there are 
only 1-2 specialists in the administration as opposed to the state-prescribed 
four. 


In most rayon agro-industrial associations the ratio of head, senior and 
junior specialists is not adhered to. In Vartashenskiy, I11'ichevskiy, 
Zhdanovskly, Zangelanskily,” Kasum-Ismailovskiy, > Mardakertsk(y ' and 
Astarinskly “ RAPO the proportion of ordinary specialists is 2-3 bimes above 
the norm. Yet there is a definite shortage of head .and senior specialists 
and their weighty word and well-founded decisions are already missed today. 
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In many agro-industrial associations the administrative machinery of their 
soviets still has not been manned. In the republic as a whole there are 120 
vacant units, or 6.1 percent of the total number. Significant vacancies in 
administrative machinery exist in the Nakhichevanskoye Republic, 
Apsheronskiy, Neftechalinskiy,; Kubatlinskiy, Udzharskiy, Masallinskiy, 
Belokanskfy, Agdashskiy, Shakhbuzskiy ‘ and other rayon agro-industrial 
associations. At first glance this error is not visible. But if we analyze 
the course of agricultural operations, it does become apparent. A shortage 
of cadres is always evident when work gets underway. 


Another question arises. Who, a specialist of what profile, of what education- 
al qualifications, will implement the party's agrarian policies in practical 
terms? Unfortunately, this question has left the field of vision of a 

number of RAPO soviets. In the republic as a whole only 79.1 percent of 

the specialistis within the organization have a higher education; 14 percent-- 
a general secondary education, including 4 percent in the Martuninskoye RAPO 
and 2 percent each in the Dashkesanskoye and Shemakhinskoye. A similar 
situation exists in Astarinskiy, Dzhalilabadskiy, Dzhebrail'skiy, 

Kazakhskiy and other rayons. 


In addition to this, during the course of reorganization some rayons tolerated 
the fact that agricultural specialists moved to organizations and 

institutions that were not a part of the 2gro-industrial complex. Thus, in 
Akhsuinskiy Rayon of 12 agricultural specialists whose jobs were done away 
with, seven were working in other branches; in Zangelanskiy--four out of six 
and in Kubinskiy--four out of 16 were working in other branches. 


In creating RAPO soviets some rayons did not adhere to the rule of the model 
resolution concerning the fact that kolkhoz chairmen and sovkhoz directors 
must comprise a majority in the soviet. It is not necessary to note here 
that the final word should always go to those who are directly responsible 
for the harvest and the end results. This word must be well-founded and 
weighty. But in the Shushinskiy and Yevlakhskiy’ RAPO soviets kolkhoz 
chairmen and sovkhoz directors comprise less than one-half of the group. 
This requirement was also violated in the formation of soviets in the 
Yardymlinskiy, Imishlinskiy and Kazakhskiy agro-industrial associations. 


In Pushkinskiy, Kedabekskiy and Dashkesanskiy rayons the RAPO soviet does not 
include the directors of the rayon division of Sel'khozkhimiya [Agricultural 
chemical association]. In Zakatal'skiy, Martuninskiy and Dashkesanskiy 
rayons the same is true of directors of Sel'khoztekhnika [Agricultural 
Equipment Association]. In a number of rayons soviets do not include a place 
for the directors of water management, agricultural construction and other 
organizations. And yet it is they, as emphasized in party documents, who are 
the main partners of farmers. 


When this is not kept in mind, when matters are approached formally, errors 
become evident. This is attested to by numerous instances in which RAPO 
soviets include the directors of secondary enterprises and organizations or 
even of those that are not even a part of the agro-industrial complex-- 
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divisions of Gosbank, financial departments, rayon planning organs, technical 
schools, veterinary sections, computer information centers, motor vehicle 
fleets and even wood-working plants. 


An investigation made by the Central Committee of the Azerbaijan CP showed 
that the soviets of some RAPO'’s have not fully realized their role in the 
administration of the activities of enterprises and organizations within the 
agro-industrial complex--frequently they simply copy old agricultural 
management styles, The work plans of many rayon agro-industrial associations 
are overloaded with questions that are technical in nature. The RAPO 
administrative machinery could deal with these without any work losses. At 
the same time the soviets of agro-industrial associations are not yet dealing 
sufficiently with the problems of improving the effectiveness of utilizing 
capital investments and material-technical, financial and labor resources and 
of the further social development of the village. 


RAPO soviets are still too reticent in exercising their right to redistrihute 
established quantities of capttal investments, budget appropriations, credits 
and material-technical resources allocated to kolkhozes, sovkhozes and other 
enterprises belonging to the association. They are not adept in coordinating 
the production activities of kolkhozes and sovkhozes with the work plans of 
rayon divisions of Sel'khozkhimiya, Goskomsel'khoztekhnika [State committee 
of the agricultural equipment association], water management and building 
organizations and enterprises involved in the procurement and processing of 
agricultural products. 


The Central Committee of the Azerbaijan CP is focusing the attention of 
agricultural ministries and departments, RAPO soviets and the party organiza- 
tions and labor collectives of kolkhozes, sovkhozes and inter-enterprise 
organizations on the extensive introduction of a comprehensive system of 
managing production quality, on increasing the return on irrigated lands, 

on introducing cost accounting, brigade contracts and other progressive forms 
of labor organization and production organization in all links of the agro- 
industrial acomplex. 


Only the first steps have been taken so far to introduce brigade contracts in 
ent/rprises. Between February and May seminar-meetings were conducted in 
Baku, Sheki, Agdame, Lenkorani, Kube and 20 republic rayons for workers of 
RAPO economic services, of the trade union aktiv and for directors and 
specialists on the topic of introducing contracts. 


At the present time 182 brigades are operating independently in the republic. 
By the end of the llth Five-Year Plan it is planned to increase this number 
to 1,014. However, the introduction of contracts is being hindered by 
passivity and a lack of initiative among a number of our directors and 
specialists and especially the RAPO. Sometfmés the following occurs. A 
brigade is created, but its work is organized poorly. Even a single such 
"paper" brigade is enough to discredit an important matter. 


This work is difficult, requiring above all a psychological rearrangement of 
cadres, a corresponding rearrangement of economic concepts and precise 
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attention to this on the part of RAPO soviets. However, the difficulty of the 
matter is no reason to prolong the time it takes to get ready. This is 
particularly important since by 1985 it is planned to introduce contracts 

in 1,450 collectives that are formed on the basis of family links. In this 
way, by the end of the five-year plan the total number of production sub- 
divisions working according to collective contracts will comprise 3,000, or 
about 30 percent of all brigades and links with a high profit level. 


Naturally, the new administrative organs must become apparent here. Finally, 

it is necessary to learn to look not only at the preseat, but at the future as 
well. Unfortunately, the work plans of some RAPO's still do not include 
questions related to improving intra-economic management and to the introduction 
of progressive forms of organizing and reimbursing labor. There are many other 
types of shortcomings. 


These and other shortcomings in RAPO activities attest to the fact that some 
rayon and city party committees are slow to reorganize the forms and methods 
of political management of agro-industrial associations and that they often 

tolerate instances of substitutions. A number of party committees have not 

paid the necessary attention to RAPO activities, do not help RAPOs: select a 
new administrative style and do not control the elaboration and fulfillment 

of RAPO work plans. It is this that fgom \th@«wery start of RAPO operations 

has been the basis for their ineffectiveness. 


Not all ministries and departments that are part of the agro-industrial 
complex provide the necessary help. Some of them have not yet risen above 
narrow departmental interests, have a poor orientation concerning questions 
related to the organization of activities of the new administrative organs 
and do not provide the necessary help in determining the basic directions 
for these activities. 


This year village labor collectives and the new administrative organs will be 
dealing with complicated and large-scale problems. Party committees are being 
called upon to institute controls to make sure that the significant resources 
allocated for the fulfillment of the Foodstuffs Program yield the expected 
return already today and an even greater return tomorrow. This fundamental 
requirement of the November (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee was 
presented in a speech by Comrade Yu. V. Andropov. "Tomorrow" has become 
today's concern in the Azerbaijan village. By actively participating in 
production, by analyzing problems that arise from all sides, by improving the 
style and methods of economic management and by strengthening ties between 
village partners, the new administrative organs will facilitate a more 
effective utilization of all the possibilities of agricultural production, 
which will lead directly to the achievement of high end results. 


Something else must be noted. The successful fulfillment of our plans and 
obligations requires further improvements in the organizational work of 

party committees, strengthened controls and checks with regard to fulfillment. 
Behind the decision are the actions and concrete results of RAPO activities, 
the achievement of high end results. Tested by time .and by the invaluable 
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experience of the 1970's and 1980's, this important principle of party 
management of agricultural development was, is and will remain a battle 
weapon of communists and the republic's party organizations in the struggle 
for new harvests, to increase the contribution made by Azerbaijan toward 
the all-union *‘vision of labor and toward meeting the goals presented by 
the USSR Food rrogranm. 
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REGIONAL 


LATVIAN NEWS MEDIA USED TO FIND MASS MURDERER 
Riga CINA in Latvian 2 Jul 83 p 4 


{CINA interview of Judge Aivars Krumins of the Latvian SSR Supreme Court by 
A. Klimkane: "Punishment of the Highest Degree™/ 


[Text] The beginning of May is still in the memory of many, when, with the 
assistance of television, radio and the press, the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs appealed to the citizens for help in the search for the dangerous 
criminal Stanislav Rogalovs. Notices about the identity of the criminal, 
including his picture, were displaved in places of public transportation and 
wherever a lot of people come together. On 13 May Stanislavs Rogalovs was 
detained. An investigation was begun. After the conclusion of it, on 4 April 
of this year the S. Rogalovs case began to be considered by the Supreme Court 
of the Republic under the leadership of judge Aivars Krumins. The court's 
assessors were Anatolijs Fedosejevs, an electric arc welder at the Riga 
reinforced concrete construction plant, and Sergejs Kodins, a Riga HES lock- 
smith. 


Twenty-six of the victims and over one hundred witnesses participated in the 
court case. The proceedings were closed to the public because sex crimes 
were involved. After almost four months work, on 27 July, the court announced 
the verdict. 


I asked A. Krumins, member of the Supreme Court, to inform our readers about 
the case. 


(uestiop/ First of all, comrade Krumins, tell us why the court case lasted 
so long? 


[Answer] It took so long because the docket comprised 40 volumes. The 
article of charges made up an entire volume of approximately 300 pages, which 
took the prosecutor almost a whole day to read. 


(Question? Of course, this is not fiction and no one wrote these tomes for 
the pleasure of it. They contain descriptions of crimes that boggle the human 
mind. There has been much rumor and speculation about this among people. 

What did the court establish? 
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(Answet7 The criminal was charged with the murder of ten women and with six 
murder attempts. The court found him guilty of eight murders, including 

one in Aizkraukle, and of one murder attempt. In addition, he had committed 
other crimes as well, such as thefts, plundering, hooliganism. 


(Questien7 People ask whether Rogalovs is mentally weli? 


[Apswek7 Experts were available. A noteworthy specialist from the Moscow 
Serbskiy Institute was also called in. The experts acknowledged that the 
criminal can be held accountable and can answer for his actions. Moreover, 
expert psychiatrists were present in all the court sessions. Stanislavs 
Rogalovs had been sentenced several times before. Born in 1941, he was al- 
ready prosecuted in 1956 for stealing government property. That time he was 
convicted to five years deprivation of freedom. After that, having been 
free for only a very short time, he was convicted in late 1960 to fifteen 
years, for rape and for stealing the personal property of citizens. While 
serving his sentence, another, earlier crime of his was discovered, for which 
he was also tried. The fourth time he was tried for causing great bodily 
injury. After his release from prison, between the years 1980 and 1982, he 
committed the crimes for wiich he was prosecuted by this court. He committed 
his last crime on 29 April of last year, when he murdered a woman in Jurmaia. 





(M@uestiog7 Was this last incident characteristic of Rogalovs? 


[Answex]7 Rogalovs was a relatively good looking man, he knew how to find a 
common language and how to gain someone's confidence. Some of the victims 
feel for it. This includes a certain woman who had arrived in Riga on a 
mission. They got acquainted in a restaurant in Jurmala. Towards morning 
they went for a walk together along the sea shore and that's where he 
killed her. There was another similar case in Kekava. On the bus from 
Baldone, Rogalovs gets acquainted with a beautiful woman who had had a 
quarrel with her husband. He accompanies her home, they have some 

wine together, and the rest is history. One more victim. 


[Question] These incidents, it would appear, need no commentary. And yet, 
how can it be explained that Rogalovs could have committed so many horrible 
crimes over such a short period of time? 


(fAnswex/ It can not be denied that the criminal was not only very dangerous 
but also very cunning. In addition, there were also shortcomings in the work 
by the departments of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Incidents were 
discovered where complaints of victims had not been registered at all. Also 
the court medical experts had not always given correct information about 

the cause of death. All these facts were taken into account and certain 
conclusions have already been formed, but investigation of the separate 
shortcomings in the «ork of certain organs of the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
is continuing. 


(GuestionJ There were three others on the witness stand together with 
Rogalov. What was their role? 
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[Answex] Two of them had met Rogalov quite accidentally. One was selling 
ammunition and buying stolen goods, the other participated in the theft of 
personal property. The third one is Aldis Svare, who knew Rogalovs since 
1980. The court found him guilty of attempted murder and large scale theft of 
Government property. He participated in plundering the church at Ikshkiles, 
stole valuables from the house of culture in Kegume and elsewhere. The 
Supreme Court sentenced him to 15 years deprivation of freedom, but 
Stanislavs Rogalovs received the death sentence. 


(Guestiog7 You, comrade Krumins, are a judge of great experience. You have 
been working in the Supreme Court since 1976 and before that you worked in 
Ventspils for almost ten years. How do you evaluate this unique court case? 


[Answer] Well, we have not had another like it in our republic, one criminal 
committing so many grave crimes. Although Rogalovs confessed at the begin- 
ning, later in the course of the proceedings, he started to deny a lot. 

He claimed to have perjured himself. But then in his final statement, he 
mentioned two new episodes; he claimed to have committed crimes near 
Salaspils and in Riga, in the Beberbeku woods. The court had to be interrup- 
ted and an investigation resumed pertaining to these episodes. As is known, 
a confession of the accused does not yet mean that he is guilty. The court 
needs additional undisputable proof. Of course, for understandable reasons 
the accused endeavoured to try to prolong the court case to stretch it out. 


What else can be said? 


Rogalovs had two methods: One was to strike up an apropos acquaintance 

in some restaurant, and then escort the women home, to an inn or rest home. 
There he would rape and kill them. His other method was to ride the last late 
night trains and there to attack lonely women. In the latter case the women 
can not be faulted, of course, but as regards the first tactic, one has to 
wonder if the victims did not exhibit a certain light-minded attitude. This 
point of view is supported by an occurrence just before Rogalovs' arrest. 

In the Ukbrokas woods two women who were drinking alcoholic beverages were 
approached by an unknown man who later turned out to be Rogalovs. He was 
kindly invited to join them and after that both women let him stay overnight 
in their home. Fortunately he had been noticed by a citizen who notified 
the appropriate office of the Interior Dept. This spelled the end of 
Rogalovs. It is just a pity that his activities were not stopped sooner. 
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REGIONAL 


PHONY PENSION PLAN ‘ASSESSOR ARRESTED FOR DEFRAUDING PUBLIC 
Riga CINA in Latvian 19 Aug 83 p 3 


(Article by H. Troksta, Stuclikas Rayon District People's Court assessor: 
"Benefactor in a Wolf's Skin™/ 


[Text] Not too long ago, before the court stood, for the seventh time in his 
life, fourty-four-year-old Nikolajs Malinovskis. He had started on the 

road to a life of crime as a youth of only nineteen years of age. His law 
breaking activities include: theft, a parasitical way of life, cheating. 

He had already spent a total of fourteen years of his life in jail. And yet 
he was able to obtain people's confidence and to fool them. 


In the summer of last year, after having served his last regular sentence, he 
returned to freedom and became employed at a factory in Riga as a metal foun- 
dry worker. He earned, as he told in court, three hundred rubles a month. 

It is true, the work is hard. 


In February of this year N. Malinovskis arrived in Plavina in order to resume 
his old “trade.” Well-dressed, with a brief case and a hat, the crook pro- 
jectec the image of an honest man and, therefore, it was not difficult for him 
to find out from passers-by where old people, retirees live. Having gotten 
into the apartment, this "fine gentleman," bowing and apologizing for the 
inconvenience, introduced himself as an inspector from the Social Security 
Department. He asked to see the person's documents and the pension booklet. 
He inquired, whether the pensioner was satisfied with his living conditions 
and with his allotted amount of pension. After that he explained, that a new 
law has been passed and that the pension has been increased. With a benevo- 
lent hand the crook wrote in the new, concocted larger sum of the pension, 
scribbled his signature on it, asked also that the pensioner sign there (if 
the pension booklet was not on hand, it was replaced by an ordinary sheet of 
white paper) and announced that for this a state tax would have to be 
assessed, a corresponding sum. 


If the pensioner did not have on hand the required rubles, the “inspector” 
would be satisfied with a very small down payment, saying, that the rest would 
be deducted from the first increased pension payment. Having received from 
this victim the address of any other pensioner, he gallantly would take leave 
and proceed further. 
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At the end of March N. Malinovskis returned once more to the Plavinas area 

to continue the money scheme he had started. But soon his business was 
stopped. The defrauded pensioners, unable to keep waiting for the arrival of 
the promised “manna from heaven,” went to inquire at the regional Social 
Security Department...and experienced a disappointment. 


Can one blame these feeble old people (some were already 86, 83, 72, 71, 

only one pensioner was 60 years old) the victims? N. Malinovskis had al- 
ready operated in the same manner in 1968 and 1978 in the city of Jurmala and 
in the Tukuma Rayon; he was never short of gullible people. Perhaps better 
and wider explanation of pension laws should be forthcoming from the heads 

at the Social Security Department, so that old people know that pension 
increases are not awarded under such conditions in their homes. 


This time the crook was able to obtain only a small sum, thirty rubles, but 
taking into account his dangerous personality the court imposed a five-year 
sentence in a strict regime corrective work colony. 


But we would also like to give advice to the victims: before trusting, 

first check! In a case where there is the slightest doubt (some pensioners 
admitted, that the request for handing over the money did arouse certain 
doubts) one should call a neighbor or make sure that someone calls the Social 
Security Department. Then the “ambassador's mission" would be exposed, 

even if only after the guest has left and started out for another address. 
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REG TONAL 


LATVIAN ‘CON MAN’ TRAPPED IN BOGUS CAR SCHEME 
Riga CINA in Latvian 31 Jul 83 p 3 


[Article by H. Sandlers, Inter-rayon public prosecutor at Jelgava: "Costly 
Gullibility"/ 


[Text] Thieves operate in different ways. Some pry open apartment doors or 
windows to obtain other people's property. Others rob, even murder. But 
there are also those who, in order to obtain income or creature comfort 
without working do not resort to skeleton keys or weapons with which to frigh- 
ten people. With a deft tongue and a friendly smile they exploit the trust 

of gullible people. 


As if hypnotized, these people willingly open their purses and hand the 
crooks their more or less hard-earned rubles. Recently, the Jelgava Rayon 
People's Court had to hear just such a case. I wov'd like to talk about this 
in some detail because, unfortunately, the court system has been involved with 
such facts more than just cne time, and not only in Jelgava. 


Anna Sile and her husband, Arnolds, came from Ventspils to live in the village 
of Platones in Mezhliepa. They had no riches; all of their belongings would 
have fit in one horse cart. They lived modestly, they claimed, on just their 
own small pensions. Then word started to spread that the newcomer has "connec- 
tions," or, as people are used to saying, “pull.” Her relatives or friends 
are supposed to be working in some kind of enterprise that trades in passen- 
ger cars. And not just ordinary ones either, but in cars that were meant for 
export but which for some reason or other remained on this side of the docks. 


This “advertising” spread fast and far. Anna Sile's neighbor, Vija Jansone, 
and other acquaintances saw to that. One fine day in Mazhliepa arrived K., a 
worker at the "Jelgava" Agricultural Academy for teachers and research. 
Without long discussion K. handed the efficient woman six thousand rubles, 
obtaining in return a promise that he would soon receive a brand new Zhiguli. 


After that, citizen S. walked all the way from Ance to Platone to see Anna 
Sile; he counted out and pressed into her palm 8500 rubles. Jelgava resident 
L., who also wished to buy a Zhiguli, had to give up on the idea. He said 

he did not have that kind of money. In his place, however, he referred her 
to someone else from Jelgava. Anna Sile followed upon on this lead and soon 
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received 6000 rubles. Later, after locating an acquaintance with money, 

L. also paid her 4000 rubles. She couldn't get a car that cheap, she claimed, 
but she would help out by lending him the difference. She also promised this 
to citizen K. who, out of gratitude for the service, helped the woman obtain 
fire wood, gather potatoes and did other work as well. 


"You will have to pay the loan back in two years time," she announced 
firmly. 


Irn order to instill confidence in her she copied certain data from the 
passports of some of the people who had given her money. It's impossible 
to get a car without this information. 


Weeks passed, months passed. No news about the promised cars. K., who lived 
close by, appeared in Mezhliepa and asked: “When will it get here?” 


"Some were rejected," she tried to point out. Cars are also more expensive 
now. More money will be needed... 


K. scrounged up still another six thousand rubles and again put them in Anna 
Sile's palm. 


Aucenieks, on the other hand, got this answer: “If you don't trust me and 
don’t want to wait, you can have your money back.” 


"No, no. I'll wait," he answered. And he ended up waiting til he left this 
world. 


Anna Sile went to see Z, and advised him that the Zhiguli was not available, 
A Volga, however, can be obtained. Completely new and elegant. But that 
would cost more. Therefore, this much more is needed... 


Z. protested, saying that he did not have any more money. Nevertheless, 
somewhere he did get it and gave her the sum she had asked for. 


The payers waited and waited! But they awaited not the cars but...a summons 
from the investigator. Officials at the Internal Affairs Department had 
tracked down Anna Sile and observed her activity. 


It was discovered that Anna Sile does not have and can not have any acquain- 
tances or relatives who could obtain Zhigulis or Volgas. The procedure by 
which personal cars can be procured is well known and was established long 
ago. It has to be followed and can not be changed in Mezhliepa. Sensing the 
approaching danger, Anna Sile hurried to repay part of the money to citizen 
L. He had been most insistent and impatient. K. was promised that he will 
get his money back. She herself had signed a note that stated that she had 
received 12000 rubles from K. However, the demands of Z., and those of S.'s 
widow, were turned down. 


"I don't know anything, I have not received a kopek from you." 
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In court, as one says, all the cards were laid out on the table. It was 
proved that Anna Sile, by deceiving people with empty promises, had cheated 
them out of 35,500 rubles. Of these, only three thousand were paid back to 
citizen L. It was also established that this clever cheat was in trouble not 
for the first time. In 1970, the People’s Court at Jurmala had tried to 
rehabilitate her. At the time she had been taken to task on similar charges, 
although the sums were smaller and the promises not as great. From several 
citizens she had received several hundreds, from others a thousand and a half 
rubles, to procure for them expensive but more difficult to obtain items 
such as fur coats and collars, fur caps and also housing. She had also cast 
her net cutside the borders of the republic. Obviously, the five years to 
which the court had sentenced her then was much too short a time to reform 
her. On the contrary, she had become even more impudent. 


Anna Sile was punished again and the gullible ones had their unpleasant 
shock. 


Anna Sile's case had not begun yet when from the Soviet State Farm "Vilce” 
came a report about a similar crime. There, too, the guilty one was exposed 
and she is now awaiting her turn in court. 


These crimes would not have occurred if the people would have been more alert 
and not so willing to open their pocketbooks to any old passerby. They 
should have immediately notified the authorities about such persons. Then 
these swindlers could not cheat people. 
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REGIONAL 


KAZAKH LITERARY JOURNAL ‘PROSTOR' ANNOUNCES PUBLICATION PLANS 
Alma-Ata KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA in Russian 22 cet 83 p 4 
[Article by PROSTOR editor Veniamin Larin: "Checking With Life"] 


[Text] The literary-artistic journa) of the Kazakh 
Writers Union, PROSTOR, is one of the oldest in our 
republic. The journal's publications--fiction and 
documentary prose, literary criticism e-iicles, sketches 
about famous people of the republic and cultural figures, 
among other things--have won deserved acclaim from Kazakh 
readers. The journal is well-known even outside 
Kazakhstan. 


After the June 1983 Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, 
PROSTOR's board of editors reviewed their creative plans, 
developing new lines in shedding light on the problems of 
today. 


Editor-in-chief Veniamin Larin discusses what will be 
presented to the readers of PROSTOR. 


The June 1983 Plenum of the C?SU Central Committee posed writers with Sd 
important and urgent problems. The word is the writer's main weapon, and 

it must hit the target precisely and ring true, clear, and convincing. 

CPSU Central Committee General Secretary Yu. V. Andropov said at the 

plenum: "We can all see that with the increase in the cultural level of 

the people the influence of art on their minds has been strengthened. Thus 

its capacity for active intervention in social life is growing. And this 

means that artists’ responsibility has greatly increased, in order that 

the powerful weapons in their hands serve the cause of the people and the 

cause of communism." 


Bearing in mind the high demands of the party, the editorship of PROSTOR 

is focusing primary attention on the preparation and publication of materials 
on modern themes. First of all, I should like to mention two of our active 
authors--Satimzhan Sanbayev and Nikolay Korsunov. In order to write a novel 
about Kazakh tractor builders, Sanbayev lived in Pavlodar for about three 
years. He worked in a tractor plant and became involved with the interests 








and concerns of the young collective. And the appearance of a greai novel 
in the editorial office was no surprise to us. After its publication in 
the jouranl and the appeareace of the book, the novel received a fitting 
acclaim from readers nationwide and was awarded the AUCCTU prize for 
development of a working-class theme. Now Sanbayev is living and working 
in Balkhash. We believe that the next thing to come from the writer's 

pen will be a novel about the people who created the giant on non-ferrous 
met; llurgy in the barren steppes. 


A little more than a year and a half ago, the journal published Nikolay 
Korsunov's novel "Vysshaya mera" [Highest Measure]. The work received 
well-deserved acclaim. The editorial office and the author received many 
letters from readers. Now the editorial portfolio contains his new novel 
"Bez svideteley" [No Witnesses]. Korsunov's heroes are the people of the 
Ural region: workers, kolkhoz members, party and soviet workers, kolkhoz 
chairmen and sovkhoz directors, agronomists and teachers, mechanics and 
livestock breeders--that is, the people with whom the writer constantly 
maintains ties. 


Coming issues of the journal will contain a story about the virgin-lands 
workers of the Irtysh region by Pavlodarian writer Aleksey Gorbenko. 

It tvo is not based just on heersay--the author himself is a virgin-lands 
settler. 


Soon readers will become acquainted with the second book by Viktor Shurlygin, 
"Cosmonaut Sergeyev." We published "Gorizont" [Horizon] (his first book) 

in 1981. Its author is a former pilot of the Air Force and knows the life 
of cosmonauts and pilots at first hard. 


I believe that the new story by Vladimir Petrov, “Alpine Fortress" (we 
recently printed his story "Hunters for the FAU [expansion unknown]"), 

which deals with a pointed subject, will be received with as much interest 
as the first. Its heroes are the Kazakhs whose fate it was to storm Berlin. 


The journal also has available works by Oralkhan Bokeyev, Yuriy Gert, Dulat 
Isabekov, Mukhtar Magauin, Viktor Miroglov, and Ivan Shchegolikhin, which 
raise sharp themes of modern times. We look forward also to new works 

by others of our regular authors. The journal is beginning to devote more 
attnetion to publicists and bringing in new authors. We are now publishing 
Akim Tarazi's documentary story "The Peaks of Karatau." The readers are 
hearing the stories of dozens of unusual people, of whom the Dzhambul 
chemical workers are proud. In his new story Tarazi has shown himself to 

be a true waster, an artist who can combine a historical theme with a modern 
significance. 


Galina Chernogolovina has devoted her new sketch to pressing problems of 
agriculture. It is no idle interest that the author has in the countryside 
and its people, nor a short-lived enthusiasm. Essentially everything that 
she has written is connected one way or another with the countryside and 
the virgin lands. 





The editors are taking all necessary measures to reinforce their steady 
post in Pavlodar, and give broad and comprehensive illumination to the life 
of the collectives dependent on them--Kazakhstan Magnetics and the Alma-Ata 
Cotton Combine. 


While giving a significant portion of journal space to works of prose and 
poetry on modern themes, PROSTOR does not neglect important historical 
themes. Aleksey Bragin's "Turkestanskaya povest. (Pyat’ vekov pamyatnika 
Tasavi)" [Turkestan Story. (Five Centuries of the Monument of Yasavi) ]} 

is devoted to the distant past of the Kazakh and Russian peoples. It 
revives the memory of the historic struggle of the brother-nations against 
internal and external enemies, and glorifies their friendship. Plans call 
for publication of Sherkhan Murtazeyev's third book, "Krasnaya Strela” 
[Red Arrow]. Historic autheticity, party-minded principles, and artistic 
brilliance characterize the writer's new novel. We are preparing for 
print manuscripts by the following prose writers: Nikolay Rayevskiy, 
Pavel Kosenko, and Il’yas Yesenberlin; and new cycles of poems by Dzhuban 
Muldagaliyev, Olzhas Suleymenov, Khalizhan Bekkhozhin, Mukhtar Shakhanov, 
Oleg Postnikov, Leonid Krivoshchekov, Aleksandr Yelkov, Nadezhda Chernova, 
Khamit Yergaliyev, and others. 


Not to stand aside from swiftly rushing life, but to keep abreast of it, 
even outstrip it--that is the true strength of current literature. This 
is the calling of the Soviet writer. This is where PROSTOR sees its duty. 
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REGIONAL 


BOOK ON "TRUE ORIGINS AND INTENTIONS’ OF UNIATE CHURCH REVIEWED 
Kiev PRAVDA UKRAINY in Russian 23 Aug 83 p 3 
[Article by D. Koreskiy: "In the Backwoods of Reaction] 


[Text] In its ideological attacks on true socialism, imperialism is now 
making wider and wider use of clerical centers. In the variegated chorus 
of their inhabitants resound the insincere voices of preachers of the Uniate 
church, who have found shelter in the backwoods of certain capitalist 
states. Trying to erase from people's memory the shameful facts of their 
close political cooperation with the Nazi monsters during World War II, the 
Uniate clericalists have renewed their decrepit facade, taking the new 
title Ukrainian Catholic Church. But the aims of the Uniates, and their 
essential qualities, remain the same as before--anti-social, and hostile 

to the fundamental interests of the Ukrainian people. This is convincingly 
proved in the book "Uniatstov i klerykal'nyy antikomunizm"* [The Uniate 
Church and Clerical Anti-communism], prepared by the interrepublic branch 
of the Institute of Scientific Atheism of the Academy of Social Sciences 
under the CPSU Central Committee in Kiev. 


The monograph is particularly topical now, when the June 1983 Plenum of 

the CPSU Central Committee has directed ideological workers to more 
effectively unmask the machinations of clerical anticommunism, which tries 

to inculcate religiosity, even trying to give it “an anti-Soviet, nationalist 
direction." 


In reviewing this interesting monograph, we note first of all that the 
authors have given a profound elucidation of the root problems to which the 
profiteering of Uniate clerics is connrzted, and about which various foreign 
"radio voices" and anticommunist libellers are constantly blathering. 


The authors of the book have devoted great attention to the history of 

the formation of the Union--that is, they have scientifically investigated 
why this deeply anti-social action was hostile to the fundamental interests 
of the Ukrainian people from the very beginning, and served their enemies. 
As early as 1573--two decades before the Brest Union--the so-called Greek 
Congregation opened in Rome, and soon after Jesuit colleges and schools 





*"niatstvo i klerykal'nyy antikomunizm," Izdatel'stvo politicheskoy 
literatury Ukrainy, Kiev, 1982, 299 pages. 
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began, which, under the aegis of the Vatican, engineered the spiritual 

enslavement of Ukrainians and Belorussions by church and secular feudal 
lords. Like the Brest Church Union, the Uzhgorod Church Union also had 
a violent character and foreign origin. 


The book gives a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the social and class 
roots of the Union, which had the goal of denationalizing and enslaving the 
masses. P. Skarga and other Jesuits, in achieving their mercenary goals, 

managed to bribe some of the secular and church feudal lords of the Ukraine. 


The second problem attracting the attention of the authors of the monograph 
is the reason for the occurance of the Uniate-nationalist alliance (Chapters 
III and IV). The sinister union of the cross and trident was caused by a 
merging of the political aims of the Uniate Church and Ukrainian bourgeois 
nationalism, which were to protect the exploitation system, try to dull 
class consciousness and catholicize the working people, and keep them from 
participating in the national-liberation and revolutionary movement, using 
religious and nationalist demagogy to bring the Ukrainian people under 

their influence and isolate them from the fraternal Russian people. 


The Greek-Catholic Church has been an especially active supporter and 
propagandizer of nationalist ideas since the start of the 20th century. 
For the spiritual enslavement of the population, the Uniates have used 

an entire system of societies and organizations. Among their organizers 
and actual leaders were members of Uniate monastic crders--Vasilians, 
Redemptorists, and Studites. Young people were taken in by the Lugi, 
Plast, and Sech', Societies, the Ukrainian Sports Alliance, rural branches 
of Prosvita [Education], and others. In the Lvov Archieparchy alone, more 
than 100 confessors were involved in this. 


This sort of detail is characteristic. Every month, along with other 
publications, the metropolitan ordinariat of the Union produced the journal 
UKRAINSKOYE YUNOSHESTVO, which had the supplement GOTOVC [PREPARE], and 
copied analogous publications of the Hitler Youth in its content. The 
methods of GOTOVC' were used in summer camps of the Catholic Action of 
Ukrainian Ycuth to indoctrinate future killers of the Nachtigal and Roland 
battalions, the Galichina division of the SS, and bandits of the Ukrainian 
Rebel Army. 


In the organizational sense, the Uniate-nationalist alliance was a close- 
knit group, as the authors of the book observe. The bosses of the Greek- 
Catholic Church and the nationalist "elite" were connected to each other 

not only by class interests and ideological ties but also by service, 
sociopolitical ones, and partly by family relationships. For example, 

Ye. Konovalets, the ringleader of the Association of Ukrainian Nationalists, 
was a fervent Uniate and an adherent of the metropolite Sheptitskiy; one 

of the Association's "chiefs," A. Mel'nik, worked as the steward of this 
estates; S. Pandera was the son of a Uniate priest; I. Grin'okh, one of 

the nationalist ideologues, was a former parish priest, and so forth. 
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The analysis of the Uniate-nationalist alliance, study of extensive 

factual data, and conclusions based on historical and philosophical 
comparisons lead the reader to the indisputable truth that no matter what 
short of nationalist clothing clerical anti-communism dresses itself up in, 
it arrives at natural bankruptcy. 


The book devotes a great deal of space to unmasking falsifications connected 
with the concepts of “nation,” “language” and "culture." It is typical 

that Union apoligists today have added nothing new to these distortions, 
repeating the same fabrications which were disseminated by their predecessors 
in the dirty trade in the 20s and 30s. 


The book also gives a well-argued, deep refutation, from party positions, 
of the clerical-nationalist fabrications of the Uniates in connection with 
culture. The authors show convincingly the heights of spiritual flowering 
attained by the socialist-in-content, nationalist-in-form Ukrainian 

folk culture and art. 


It is only natural that the monograph contains a chapter titled “Connections 
Between International Zionism, Ukrainian Bourgeois Nationalism, and 
Clericalism," which retraces the common goals and world-view and ideological 
ties between Ukrainian bourgeois nationalism, zionism, and Uniate and Judaic 
clerics in anticommunist subversive activities. The book exposes the 
complete groundlessness of the Uniate falsifications of Marxist-Leninist 
atheism and atheistic education in the USSR. 
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REGIONAL 


SUCCESSFUL STRUGGLE AGAINST TRUE ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS RECOUNTED 


[Editorial Report] Moscow NAUKA I RELIGIYA in Russian No 9, September 1983 
(signed to press 1 August 1983) on page 7 carries a 500-word article titled 
"Greater Attention To Concrete Work" by S. Morozov, secretary of Sosnov 
Raykom in Tambov Oblast. Morozov notes that 20 years ago in the rayon 
there was an active group of True Orthodix Christians engaged in "“anti- 
social activities." Morozov describes the steps taken by the party and 
local social organizations to increase the effectiveness of atheistic 
propaganda. At present the rayon has 35 lecturers and 137 agitators and 
carries on much “individual work" with believers. According to Morozov, 
although improvements still need to be made in atheistic work, the group 

of True Orthodox Christians has completely disbanded. 


USE OF HISTORICAL MONUMENTS IN ATHEISTIC WORK URGED 


{Editorial Report] Moscow NAUKI I RELIGIYA in Russian No 9, September 1983 
(signed to press 1 August 1983) on page 12 carries a 400-word article titled 
"Use All Riches" by V. Yershov. Reporting on a seminar of atheistic workers 
in Kareliya, Yershov emphasizes the use of historical monuments for atheis- 
tic propaganda. "One must remember that the church exaggerates its role 

in the creation of artistic and moral values. In certain circles of the 
creative intelligentsia this view finds support. Museum workers and guides 
must be able to refute these views with concrete historical facts." 


UKRAINIAN FILM PORTRAYS ‘PERFIDY' OF UNIATE CHURCH UNDER TSARIST REGIME 


[Editorial Report] Kiev LYUDINA I SVIT in Ukrainian No 10, October 1983 
(signed to press 21 September 1983) on pages 48-49 carries a 400-word 
review titled "Unmasking the Secrets of the Uniates," which discusses a 
recent Ukrainian film, "The Mysteries of St George." The film is set in 
the Western Ukraine during World War I. According to the review, the film 
depicts the “betrayal of the Ukrainian nation" by members of the hierarchy 
of the Uniate Church, who lend their support to the Austro-Hungarian empire 
and pronounce "anathema" upon the Russian soldiers entering Lvov. 


SUCCESSFUL KOMSOMOL WORK WITH CHILDREN OF BAPTISTS PORTRAYED 


{Editorial Report] Moscow NAUKA I RELIGIYA in Russian No 10, October 1983 
(signed to press 31 August 1983) on pages 6-8 carries an 1,100-word article 


70 





titled "Invite Kolya to the Meeting" by N. Fedoruk, first secretary of the 
Komsomol Organization of the Chernovitsk Oblast in the Ukrainian SSR. 
Fedoruk recounts the "all too common" neglect by local Pioneer and Komsomol 
organizations of the children cf Evangelical Christians, Baptists and other 
sectarians. He speaks of the more successful work of certain Pioneer 
Organizations in his own oblast. "I feel much closer to clubs which 
resemble that which exists in Middle School No 8 in our oblast. The school 
is located in a region where believers from Evangelical Christian-Baptist 
organizations, a small group of Seventh Day Adventists and Pentacostalists 
live. Many children of believers study in this school." Fedoruk describes 
"the thoughtful atheistic work" carried out by the local Pioneer clubs in 
Chernovitsk. Local clubs have tried hard to hold traditional thematic 
evenings and question and answer sessions in an original and entertaining 
manner, speaking on such topics as "Physics and Poetry," "Folk Creativity 
and the Church," and "The Origins of Religious Holidays." The clubs have 
also enlisted the help of local directors and atheistic playwrights and 
staged several atheistic plays. Fedoruk notes that these efforts have 

paid off: many children of believers are now Pioneers. He contrasts the 
innovative and inclusive approach of these Pioneer clubs to the “stand- 
offish and formastic"™ approach of other youth organizations. 


EARLY PARTY RESOLUTION ON SECTARIANS RECALLED 


[Editorial Report] Moscow NAUKA I RELIGIYA in Russian No 10, October 1983 
(signed to press 31 August 1983) on pages 26-28 carries a 1,600-word 
article titled "Towards the History of One Resolution of the Second Con- 
gress of the RSDRP" by A. Klibanov. Klibanov discusses the history of 

the resolution of the second congress of the Russian Social Democratic 
Party "On Work Among the Sectarians." Lenin, noting the rise in sec- 
tarian membership among the peasantry, ascribed it to “political protest 
under the covering of religion" and urged the party "not to pass by" the 
revolutionary potential of the sectarian movement. The article notes the 
role played by Bonch-Bruyevich in the formulation of the party's work 
among the sectarians. The second congress adopted a resolution recog- 
nizing the sectarians “as one of the democratic tendencies directed against 
the existing order of things" and urging all members of the party "to 
direct their attention to work among the sectarians with the aim of 
attracting them to social democracy." 


"IS SOLOUKHIN AN IDEALIST?', CHILD WONDERS 


[Editorial Report] Moscow NAUKA I RELIGIYA in Russian No 10, October 1983 
(signed to press 31 August 1983) on pages 8-11 carries a 1,400-word 

article titled "Opening Up a World” by V. Tsvetkov and A. Rodionov. The 
article describes successful atheistic work at Shopin Middle School in 
Kaluga and singles out for special praise sessions of questions and answers 
where the school children are encouraged to ask whatever questions they 
desire. The article records the following exchange as an example of the 
frankness of these encounters: "A 10th grader, Lida P., asked, ‘And what 
would you say about the writer Soloukhin? Is he an idealist or a material- 
ist?' ‘Lida, why did you ask this question? Explain, please." ‘I read in 
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the journal NASH SOVREMENNIK (1981, No 3) the notes of Soloukhin “Pebbles 
in the Palm." He affirms that in the 20th century there is no doubt--at 
least for the man of common sense--that a higher reason exists in the 
universe, that the complex manifestations of nature could not have arisen 
by themselves. Does this mean that Soloukhin admits the possibility of an 
act of divine creation?" The teacher did not consider it possible to 
ignore such a question. Soloukhin is, on the one hand, a complex figure, 
the author of many books, a famous writer. On the other hand he has a shaky 
understanding of the world, a slipping into idealism. Thus began an open, 
sharp, enlightening conversation. In order to prove the lack of origi- 
nality in Soloukhin's arguments, the teacher reminded the student of the 
system of argumentation used as proof of the existence of God, the specula- 
tive system of the medieval scholastics, of Thomas Aquinas, and of the 
"fathers of the church’ of the first centuries of Christianity.” 


OFFICIAL SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR MALFEASANCE, BRIBE-TAKING 


{Editorial Report] Moscow MOSKOVSKAYA PRAVDA in Russian 25 November 1983 
on page 3 carries a 75-word announcement titled "In the Supreme Court of 
the RSFSR." The announcement reports on a session of the criminal division 
of the RSFSR Supreme Court which examined the case of Yu. K. Sokolov, 
former director of Store No 1 ‘Gastronom', and four others. All were found 
guilty for their long-term conspiracy “to misuse their official position" 
and for “various machinations with food products and bribery." The court 
sentenced Sokolov to death with confiscation of property; the remaining 
defendants were sentenced to long terms of incarceration with confiscation 
of property. 


OMSK OBKOM CHIEF ON PROBLEMS OF SIBERIAN AGRICULTURE 


[Editorial Report] Moscow OKTYABR' in Russian No 10, October 1983 (signed 
to press 30 September 1983) publishes on pages 118-186 a 34,000-word article 
entitled "Siberia, Far and Near" by S. I. Manyakin, first secretary of Omsk 
Oblast. Manyakin furnishes a highly detailed and personalized account of 
the successes and problems of Siberian agriculture and livestock raising, 
based on his own experiences in Omsk Oblast since arriving there as first 
secretary in 1961. He discusses the past and present state of Siberian 
agricultu~e within the context of a set of adverse conditions which he 
feels are peculiar to Siberia: unfavorable we ther and water supply, 
insufficient quantity of fertilizer and suitable agricultural equipment, 
and manpower shortage. Yet he feels these adverse conditions can be miti- 
gated or overcome if intelligent and efficient azricultural management is 
undertaken and other social and economic problems are resolved. "In our 
view,” Manyakin writes, “serious changes in agricultural planning are 
necessary. An objective consideration of the natural and economic condi- 
tions is required, first of all. Until now, it seems to us, Gosplun and 
the USSR Ministry of Agriculture and their organs in the localities do not 
have scientifically based criteria for the distribution of agricultural 
production by zones. And without this it is difficult to expect success.” 
Furthermore, according to Manyakin, because farming and livestock raising 
in Omsk developed in a particula: way, planners should take into account 
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already existing conditions when working out their plans. However, 

neither Gosplan nor the Ministry of Agriculture, says Manyakin, take these 
conditions into consideration. The result often is that successful oblasts 
and farms are not suitably stimulated, since planned targets are usually 
based on levels already attained. 


With regard to material incentives, Manyakin states that raising incentives 
could not but favorably influence the cadres situation in agriculture. But 
he notes that workers in industry receive 5 to 7 times more from the mate- 
rial incentive fund than do those laboring in the sovkhozes and kolkhozes. 
Manyakin goes on to state that Siberians are also “offended" in other ways 
when certain other problems are resolved. As an example he mentions that 
during the 10th 5-Year Plan Omsk Oblast failed to receive 37,500 tons of 
allocated fruit. Though there were adequate supplies on the city markets, 
the prices were two to three times higher than the government prices. “The 
existing mechanism for allocating food resources," says Manyakin, “is in 
need of radical change." He notes that though the production of meat and 
milk has been rising significantly in Omsk, funds for these products in 

the oblast are continuously reduced. Attempts are made to make up for the 
shortage in the market and commission trade but, Manyakin again notes, the 
prices are different and so the oblast inhabitants are “penalized mate- 
rially." 


Manyakin approvingly cites the November 1982 CPSU Central Committee plenum 
which called for the creation of such economic and organizational conditions 
that would stimulate productive work, initiative, and enterprise, and 
penalize inferior work, inertia, and irresponsibility. In conclusion 
Manyakin states that the oblast has completed its reorganization in agri- 
culture and that the question now is one of elaborating and mastering a 

new style of management. 


MOSCOW OBKOM CHIEF ON IMPROVING PERFORMANCE OF LABOR COLLECTIVES 


[Editorial Report] Moscow SEL'SKAYA ZHIZN' in Russian 4 October 1983 pub- 
lishes on page 2 a 1,500-word article entitled "Relying on the Experience 
and Opinion of the Collective" by V. Konotop, first secretary of Moscow 
Obkom. Konotop begins his article by citing the June 1983 CPCU Central 
Committee plenum's call to continuously seek out ways to encourage initia- 
tive in workers and increase their role in production management. Address- 
ing the state of agricultural production in Moscow Oblast, Konotop states 
that an “utter neglect in working with people” is the cause behind lagging 
production. Managers and specialists, along with rayon and even sometimes 
oblast officials, he says, make decisions in private, leaving the collec- 
tives to work on their own. This in turn results in unfulfilled plans, 

low discipline, and growing losses. To improve conditions, the obkom 
turned to soviet eccnomic and trade union organs, Komsomol and other social 
organizations, to fully implement the powers and rights of labor collec- 
tives. Monthly meetings were also instituted to discuss production and 
social questions with workers and service personnel and involve them in 
production management. Such democratic methods, says Konotop, generated 
valuable initiatives. "Candid discussions with people," he says, “must not 
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be avoided. Moreover, it is necessary not only to know how to explain our 
policy and educate the masses, but also to know how to learn from the 
masses. We are convinced more and more that the essence of democratic 
management of social production lies in the collective participation of 
workers and farmers in resolving questions concerning production.” 


HARDSHIPS OF VIRGIN LAND CULTIVATION EMPHASIZED 


{Editorial Report] Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 24 November 1983 
carries on page 2 a 1,200-word article by PRAVDA VOSTOKA special correspon- 
dent V. Berezovskiy on a report delivered by M. Khasanov, first secretary 

of the Oktyabr'skiy Rayon [Dzhizakskaya Oblast] Committee on the occasion 

of the rayon's 10th anniversary. Containing a catalog of pluses and minuses 
in his rayon's achievements, Khasanov’s report notes the lack of progress in 
eliminating religious prejudices and in attracting women to becoming 
involved in socially useful work. In addition he says the raykom has set 
itself the task of overcoming the chronic illness of the process of open- 
ing up virgin lands: the lagging tempo of providing living space and 
cultural amenities for those involved in virgin land cultivation. The 

lack of good roads; poor communication services; the slow tempo of con- 
struction of hospitals, clubs, bath houses, teahouses; interruptions in 

gas, water and heating service--all this leaves its mark on people's 

moods and undermines the efficacy of education work. 


CSO: 1800/149 
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REG [ONAL 


PENTECOSTAL PERCHATKIN CITED AS EXAMPLE OF ‘INTERNAL PROVOCATEUR’ 


[Editorial Report] Moscow ARGUMENTY I FAKTY in ussian No 45, 6 November 83 
carries on pages 6-7 an 1,100-word article titled "Anti-Sovietism in Religious 
Wrapping” by V. Il'in. The article attacks both external and internal "fal- 
sifiers” of the religious situation in the USSR. Beginning first with Western 
radio broadcasts directed at the Soviet Union, Il'in attacks their penchant 
for “sensationalism and distortion" and cites the testimony of a priest from 
the Pokrovsk Cathedral in Zaporozh'ye that “there is no persecution of me or 
my children, or of other priests." However, Il'in is more troubled by "“indivi- 
dual renegades who are prepared to sell out their own country for ‘a few crumbs 
from the baron's table.‘ One of these is B. Perchatkin of Nakhodka." I1l'in 
quotes Perchatkin's admission of contacts with Aleksandr Ginzburg and “through 
him with other like-minded people. I addressed him for help on the question 
of emigration from the USSR. He instructed me how to arrange meetings with 
diplomats, how to call the American Embassy, and how to drop in there." I1l'in 
notes that later "a press conference for him [Perchatkin] was organized with 
foreign journalists. The court sentenced Perchatkin under article 190-1 of 
the RSFSR Criminal Code in that “since 1976 he actively participated in mea- 
sures directed toward the mass emigration of his fellow believers from the 
Soviet Union. Perchatkin personally and with his fellow believers signed and 
distributed appeals and statements which contained slanderous fabrications 
defaming the Soviet state and social order.” I11l'in notes that these state- 
ments were sent to the World Council of Churches, to the U.S. Congress, and 

to the President of the United States. "Yes, Pcrchatkin was sentenced. He 
was sentenced for concrete anti-Soviet actions and not for his faith in God.” 
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